(No. 7122.)

« ARAWATTA” (S.8.).
AND
« INGERORG.”

The Marine Board of Queensland.

REPORT of an Ioquiry held by the Marine Board into
the circamstances attending the loss of the
Danish Barque “INGEBORG” through collision
with the British s.8. * ARAWATTA,” of Sydney, on
14th August last, whereby loss of life ensued.

Mr. Feez (instructed by Messrs. Chambers and
McNab) appeared on behalf of the owners and master
of the & Arawatta,” and Mr. Henchman (instracted by
Messre. Ritthning and Jenson) on behalf of the owner
and underwriters of the * Tngeborg.”

Mr. Bouchard, Acting Danish Consul, was also
present. o

Having heard the evidence of the master, officer of
the wateh, engineer on watch, man on the lookout, man
at the wheel, boatswain, three A.B.s, and two passengers
on the © Arawatta,” the mate, second mate, man at the
wheel, man on the lookont, cook and steward, one A.B.,
and two 0.8. of the “Ingeborg,” also Mr. Bouchard, the
Acting Danish Consul, the Board find that the
“ Ingeborg” was a Danish barque of 1,079 tons,
registered at Odense, N. M. Schmidt, muster, and

owned by F. Hein, Odense, Denmark, and that the
«« Arawatta” is a steel screw steamer of 1,192 tons,
Official Number 96649, registered at Sydney, H. T.
Middleton, master, and owned by the Australasian

United Steam Navigation Company, Limited.

The “Ingeborg ” was ona voyage from Wellington
to Newcastle, New South Wales, and shortly after
3 om. on the morning of the 14th ultimo, when
about 9 miles to the eastward of Port Stephens light,
steering full and by on the starboard tack, with a
light westerly wiad, heading about S.8.W., with the

Regulation lights burning, she came into collision

with the g.s. * Arawatta,” bound north from Sydney.

. It was the mate’s watch. When the steamer had
approached to within a short distance of the barque
the master was called, and came on deck a few

seconds before the collision.

The ¢ Arawatta’s” lights were observed for about
half an hour and up to the time of the collision, but
1o action was taken by the barque until immediately

before the collision, when an order was given to the
man at the wheel, but too late for it to be carried out.

The steamer struck the barque on the starboard
bow between the light tower and the fore-rigging,

cutting into her almost to the foremast.
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The night was fine and clear, with clouds round the
horizon and overhead in patches. 4

The witnesses on the © Arawatta” state that the
barque was not seen, nor any lights on the barque,
until the moment of collision, or a fraction of a
second before, when a green light appeared for about
half a second on the steamer’s starboard bow.

The second officer was on watch.

The engines were put full speed astern.

The master immediately came on the bridge, and
kept the engines full astern antil the vessels parted.

The barque sank almost at once, the working boat
was lowered to save the crew, and shortly afterwards
another boat was also lowered. Three men were
picked up. :

Some of the crew of the barque climbed on to the
bows of the steamer before the vessels parted, but the
master and six others were drowned.

Having duly weighed the evidence, the Board are
of opinion that the Regulation lights were exhibited
on the barque, and that the collision occurred through
a proper lookout not having been kept on the
¢ Argwatta,” for which the second mate, E S
Macdermid, is found in default, and his certificate as
master, Foreign-going, No. 026524, jssued by the
Board of Trade, is suspended for six months.

They are further of opinion that the ¢ Tngeborg ”
contributed to the collision by failing to take the
action preseribed by the footnote to Article 21 of the
« Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea’ when
the collision seemed inevitable.

Captain Middleton is exonerated from all blime,
and it is considered that under such dire conditions
bis actions were consistent and all in the direstion of
securing the safety of his ship and passengers, and
that be did all that was possible to save the crew of
the * Ingeborg.”

The Board desire to place on record their marked
appreciation of the heroic conduct of Captain Schmidt
of the “ Ingeborg,” who assuredly sacrificed his life
endeavouriug to save the lives of others,

During the course of the inquiry, ib having been
suggested that had the two vessels been allowed to

_ remain fast together for a minute or two before the

order was given to the “ Arawatta” to go astern, all
hands on the barque would have been saved, the
Boird, w.thout offering a definite opinion upon a
matter which can only be determined by the
exigencies of the moment, are in:lined to think that
the ¢ Arawatta,” having over 200 people on board, did
1ight in clearing herself as speedily as possible from
the barque, because two such heavy interlocked masses
surging together on the open sea, the barque with sail
set, would in all probability have culminated in the
sinking of both ships, with much greater loss of life.

By direction of the Board, at Brisbane, this third
day of September, 1907.

Axrcap. MORGAN,
Secretary.

(Tssued in London by the Board of Trade on the
17th day of December, 1907.)




