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~ 'We cocur in the above Report.

ot

- (No.-§. 206.) -
' «DREADNOUGHT".(S:S.).
| !ff{l?‘;l;li'ér;c;}?vén‘tfsﬁ,ipn%ré Act, 1894,

In the matter of a'formal investigation held at
 Dundée, on ‘the 4th, 5tli, and 6611 days of Feb-
~ ruary, 1904; ‘befors JOHN CAMPHELL SMITH,
. Esquire, Advocate, Sheriff Substitute of, Forfar-
" ghire, assisied by Mr. ALEXANDER G-RAY En-
. gineering Assessor, Captmn WILLIAM Gr B.

MEeLVILLE, Naatical ~Assessor, and - Mr. Joun

. REED, Flsbery Assessm, into the circumstances

-+ attending the loss of the s.s. “ DREADNOUGHT,”

. of Dundee, official number 110982, about 10

miles south east of Gourdon, North Sea, on or
about 6th’ November, 1903.

el

_»’ ' Repmt qf Couat

The Court hmvmg cmefully mqun'ed into the
circumstances atténding the above-mentinned shipping
casualty, finds, for theﬂ reasons stated in the Annex
hereto, that the sinking of the vessel -was due to an
inrush of water consequent on the forcing out of the
stern gland, but that the evidence did - not d]SLlOSU the
cause of thls ('a.sualty '

Dated thi‘S‘Sth day' of Februa'ry, 1904,

J. C. Smiru,
Judge.

Wu. G, B. \lnLVIILe
A. Gray, Engineer,
. JouN REED,

l Assessors.

.

N Amze:zﬁ to Report.

Thls mquxry was held in the Sheriff Court House,
Dundee, on the 4th, 5th, and 6th days of February,
1904, when Mr. John Thomson, solicitor, Dundee,
appeared for the Board of Trade; Mr. J. M. Hendry,
solicitor, represented the owners, the Dundee Steam
Trawling Company, Uimited ;. and Mr. Edward
Cowan, solicitor, was present on behalf of the
Trawler’'s Mutual Protecting and Indemnity Associa-
tion, of Sunderland. The other parties to the inquiry
were Mr. Jamies Gall, master, Mr. Alexander Christie,
chief engineer, Mr. "John William Bartlett, second
engineer, Mr. William Smith, first fisherman, Mr.
Knlght "second fisherman, Mr. J. G. Ross, ﬁreman
and Mr. James Findlay, cook, of the vessel, who were
not professionally represented but appea.red in person.
The “ Dreadnought ™ was a screw steam trawler built
of steel at Dundee, in 1899, by Messrs, Gourlay
Bros. & Co., and was owned by the Dundee Steam
Trawling Company, Limited, of 11, Murraygate,
Dundes, Mr. William High, fish s'ﬂesman, Dundee,
designated manager, advice dated 4th May, 1899,
under the seal of the Dundee Steam Trawling Com-
pany, Limited, and was registered at that port her
official number being 110982. Her principal dimen-
sions were —Length 100 ft., breadth 20-1 ft., and
deptk in hold 8:05 ft. Her gross tonnage was 116-14
tons, and her registered tonnage 27-56 tons. She was
rigged as a schooner, and was propelled by tri-com-
pound inverted engines of 57 nominal horse power,
made by the same bu1]ders, and was fitted with the
usual pumps and auxiliaries suitable for Lloyd’s
requirements. There were fitted on the vessel’s shell,
on the port side, three injection valves, donkey sea
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suctlon valve, and the dlscharge v.rlves (;hree .in
number, were below the :water line ; there were also
fitted, on the starboard side, the. bmler blow-off cock
and the ashes cock. :

" After the ¢ Dreadnourrht" landed her cargo of fisiu
on the morning of the 5th November; 1903, and . was
intending to proceed to- Tayport to take in.bunker
coxl, it was.found that the ve-sel was on the ground
in'- the  South-wes - corner of -the. fish Dock the
engines were worked ahesd -and. astern for a few
minutes, when they found she was fast, the engines
were stopped and she remained aground Yor about one
hour ; after she floated she proceeded to Tayport;
took in her bunker coal, and’ returned to Duadee the
same day, the vessel haviu‘g‘ ‘made no water and
everything working as.usual.. ‘There was no report
made to the managing director. or :superintending
engineer of 'mythmg belno wrong or her having - been
aground. The *Dre: Ldnoughn was put into the dry
dock at Dundee in J uly, 1903, for overhauling pur-
poses, when all the ses “connections were ‘examined
and put in proper working order. The propelier
shaft was also drawn out for examination, when it
was found to be corroded at the after end. 'The
shaft was taken -on shore. und turned up in the.lathe,
and was reduced about 3 i in diameter.. The stern
tube of this vessel, which- was alleged .to be damaged,
was made of cf\et irony. and. was 6 f£t."5 ins..long,
123 ins. in diameter outside, and 1} in. thick, and. was
fixed in the usual way into the: stern post, with..a nut
behind it. The bulkhead, which had a doubhng plate;
was bored out to suit the size of the stern tube which
was bolted to the bulkhead with eight § in. bolts, and
packed with wood: behind the ﬁanﬂe, to make the
after peak water-tight. .There was a new white metal
‘bush fitted into the after end of the stern tube, to fit
the reduced size of the propeller shaft. . There was
also a new white metal neck bush fitted, and the stern
gland was also put in good order, and the Court was
told by Mr. Alexander Smith, the superintending
engineer, that everything was done to make a first
class j J ‘b, The plopcller shaft was replaced and the
vessel came out of dry dock. : Theve has been no com-
plaint about the working of this shafs since, but the
engineers complaired to the supérintending engineer
of a fore and aft vibration which they attributed to
the top of the engine seat being loose. The “Dread-
nought” left Dundee on the 6th November last, at
9.30° am, ‘the weather being fine with ‘smooth sea,
bound for the fishing grounds off Tod Head, under
the command of Mr. James Gall, who holds no certifi-
cate, ‘with a crew of seven handq, all told. She was
dr'uvmcr aboub 11 £4.:6 ins. of ‘water aft, and about
6 ft. forward. She bad one boat, which was of the
usual size and description carried by such vessels, and
was.supplied with life-saving apph'mceq in accordance
with the statute.

The “ Dreadnought” axrlved at the ﬁshmg ground
10 miles S.E. of Lod Head; about 4 p.m. :of the 6ith
November last. All hands were: then called to shoot
the trawl, which was done in the usual way, the
engines were set away,ab trawling speed, the chief
engincer being in charge of the engines and the only
one below at that time. Shortly after this the chief
engineer sent the cook forward to tell the second
engineer to come helow, that the vessel was making
water fast. The second engineer went below at once,
took a lamp and went in under the cabin floor as far
as he could get for water. He told the Court that
he saw the stern gland right out of its place and
forced up against the shaft coupling, the inrush of
the water was< so great that it put out the lamp and
prevented him from seeing anything more. lie
immediately went and started the Worthington
donkey pump, the clief engineer was at the same
time closing the main mJectxon, and opening the
bilge 1n3ectlon The Court was told the pumps were
working all right, and pumping full bore out of the
engine room. The second engineer then went for-
ward and told the skipper to cut the gear away, and
steam towards the land as the vessel was sinking;
instead of cutting away the gear the skipper decided
to heave it up, which was done in about 10 minutes.
During the time the gear was being hove up the boat
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i being forced out of the stuffin box, and
g c;m% pgssedda:ltgr;e::e(} :?e:,gz%m:;wv;:x tlelglsgallowing an excessive inrush of water
B P ftor the engi d into the engine room.
the engines were started full spee i .
z.lllx?a;gmwls;ithAﬁfrpuu?ps gorking, the water increased 5. Was every possible effort made by 3he sk&l;%e:é
so rapidly that, in a short time after, the fires were engineers, and crew to keep the water under an
drowned out and the water was rushing over the taff  {he vessel ?

1 i i i dduced, the
il i bin and engine room. The skipper Ans.—According. to evidence a d,
zglell:ltlit;:iggg.htoc?e;ge the vessgel and the ghiiﬁ etngl?leer engineehrs dldteuse ?iveryn é)cis;l;lethzﬁggzs:?
ghut the steam off the boiler, from the deck, to allow keep the Water mﬁ er o save the ves e,
fely into the boat, which they were but the skipper and crew P

211112 ztgdgoto ;:z[? asa vaZ minutes a.fter’they got into the have made sy effort to kee};: theh -wa:ﬁ:
boat and about 15 or 20 yards away from the vessel, she under, as they did not so much as ship
went down stern first about 74 miles S.E. from Tod hand pump in the after well.

i for the shore and landed safely tarely abandoned ?

gaﬁléra};%::&? EEE{:SU:E p'en?' ; th%re bei}:ﬁ e ig:‘.‘lfl > Zzlz?il:l?h‘ée:::lelil;?lg.lsangzepzematurely abandoned.
i e with sm > ! )

g:atheA}Z:izilc‘l‘i:; dtgh:hvgeg?ilgglhg:%dlged, the loss of 7. Was she navigated with proper and seamanlike

” by the stern gland care ? ] )
{'}:iang ?gfggél 051%1? tof ;:: spf:;?,e%auging a suddet% and Ans.—The vessel was navigated with proper and

excessive rush of water to flow into the engine room, seamanlike care.

1 i . . ” d
t being able to cope with it, the 8. Was theloss of the s.s. “Dreadnought™ cause
:zgseghfeo£;£}:):d?g ab:lll[;g:?)f) minutes. ’ by the neglect; of fth; Sk};PPg, d%?: nf‘end:;’ttiz%o%g
i ? o3
At the conclusion of the evidence the following are %Ergm%%'risﬁi :1; aﬁ!{g‘{l treeglt'l;tere domanager, M
the questions which were submitted on behs}z)lf tgf Aloxander Smith, 4 upevintending engineer, or to
the Board of Trade, and the answers thereto by the sither of them ?

Court :— Ans.—The loss of the s.s. * Dreadnought” was
1. Was the vessel aground in the Fish Dock not cansed by the peglect of the gkq})lper,
Dundee, on the 5th November last? If so, were chief and second engineers, or any of tem,
Mr. William High, registered manager, and Mr. but the Court are of opinion that thedzdelén
Ale;xander Smith, superintending engineer, aw_are‘of gland had not been watched and atten blo
the fact ? Was a proper and sufficient examination . with suﬁiclent care. The Court are 'émaé le
of the vessel made to ascertain the extent of the : to explain how the gland came to be m(i
damage, if any sustained before she left Dundee on placed because of the want of at‘:tenttl;ve ,;lnd
the 6th’ November ? skilled watching. No blame is attache
Ans.—The vessel was on the gl‘Olllld in the Fish to Mr. William ngh’ reglgtered manager,

ovember last. and Mr. Alexander Smith, superintending
]1312‘01{’ V]gﬁﬁgfe:’ %?iggvle !‘5322“:51"@6 manager, engineer, or to either of them.
an(i Mr. Alexander Smith, superintending 9. What was the cost of the vessel to her owners:.;
engineer, were not made aware of th? fact What was her value when she last left Dundee:.
until after the loss of the vessel. Asitis a What were the insurances effected upon and in
common occurrence for steam trawlers to connection with the ship ?

i i ich is he vessel to her owners was
take the ground in Fish Docks, whic Ans.—The cost of the vessel -
derstood to have a muddy bottom, no £5000, the original estimate being £4700,
glr)lec?:,sl (;otice was taken of this occurrence ind the cost of extras being £300. Her
and no examination was made. value when she lazt %eft lgﬁlndeg‘;g&;ﬂd h};i
: "o d and sea- to her owners not less than 00 ;
2. Was the  Dreadnought ' I Dguor?dee on the selling value would depend upon variable qnd
dition when she left h .
worthy conditi h N ber last ? speculative considerations, ~The managing
morning of the 6th Novem y director, Mr. William High, stated in the

i i d the 1am t
Ans.:r]%c:a?;g;?lgghtf?' :VIZZ ?;lggggeaxfg Telzzsvorthy course of his examiration as a witness that
r

condition when she left Dundee on the the vessel was insured for £5000.
morning of the 6th November last. . B —
the vessel arrived at the fishing groun e,
at3brA§{§)ﬁJt IZ pm. of the 6th November, was the ! g
fishing gear carefully and properly lowered ? ‘We concur.

— 1 arrived at the fishing
Ans. cﬁ]fnt(eira.: 2?‘ a‘{)eossi 4 p.m. of the 6th Novem- Wx. G. B. MELVILLE, Assessor.

i d A. Gray, Engineer.
ber, the fishing gear was carefully an :
pro’perly lowered. . JoHN REED.
4. What was the cause of the vessel making so
much water e + London by the Board of Trade on the

el making so much ( Issued i ;
Ans';a'sele;e :rat'igszrf fa:(}:noeu;:si)f the stgern gland 26th day of February, 1904.)
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The Merchant

In the matter of a
the Moot Hall, Ne
18th, and 19th d:
EDWARD ARMOR
OLIvER HESLOP, ]
Justices of the I
City and County «
by Captain H. N
W. B. BIGLEY
assessors), into th
loss of the Brit
Dundee, off the c
of October, 1903.

Repc

The Court, having c
cumstances attending
casualty, finds, for th.
hereto, that the loss o
loss of life ensued, wa:
ing the vessel, while p:
starboard bow, therel
was improperly stowec
the vessel completely «
Court finds the chief
master, who was amon
of the vessel at the tin

Dated this 19th day

Ebpw
R.O

‘We concur in the a

HeNRY KNOX,
Wi, BARNETT
H. PARSELL,

Annex

This was an inquiry
ing the loss of the
whereby loss of life o
Moot Hall, Newcastle
and 19th days of De
Armorer Hedley ar
Esquires, assisted by
Captains Bigley and

Mr. Burton appeare
Temperly represented
representatives of the
Junr., the chief officer

The “Loch Maree,’
96415, was a steel scre
on-Tyne, in the year
ing & Iron Coy., Limi
dimensions : —IL.ength
and depth in hold 23-9
fitted with triple exp
power, constructed by
1890. She was of 26
registered amended 1
Dundee Loch Line St
Mr. Andrew Leitch, of
dee, being appointed

‘September, 1890,
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