(No. 6264.)

“ LIZZIE. BELL.”

Shipping and Seamen’s Act, 1877.
‘Wrecks and Casualties.

Colony of REPORT on a Shipping Casual '
bty 2P pping Cusualty to the
N"‘zo“‘;‘i‘i““d’ “Lizzie BELL.”

To the Honourable the Minister having charge of the
Marine Department of New Zealand.

I, the undersigned, Stipendiary Magistrate, having been
on the 26th day of July, 1901, applied to by Henry
Bedford, Esquire, Collector of Customs at the port of
New Plymouth, for a formal investigation, pursuant to
seetion 240 of “ The Shipping and Seamen’s Act, 1877,
and other provisions of the said Act, respecting a shipping
casnalty to a certain British ship, called the ¢ Lizzie
Bell,” of the port of Liverpeol, on the 24th day of
July last, at the Waimate Reef, near Oeco, did duly
roceed with the said investigation, to wit, on the
30th and 31st days of July and the 2nd day of Augnst,
1901, and had before me, and examined on oath, divers
persons and witnesses, to wit, John Rees, John Glen,
James Butterworth, Claude Barrow, Wm. J. Arbuckle,
J. M. Tickell, and J. Harding, the original depositions of
whose evidence are hereunto annexed, signed by me,
being assisted therein by John Adamson, holding a
certificate of competency, as master mariner, No. 82,634,
from the Board of Trade, London, and Chirles Ernest
Hood, holding a certificate of competency as master
mariner, No. 97, from the Governor in Council,
Tasmania, who were duly appointed by the Minister
of Marine to act as Assessors; and, upon such investi-
gation and examination of witnesses as aforesaid, I find
and report as follows, that is to say :—

1. That the official number of said ship called the
“ Lizzie Bell ” is 78,731, of which John Rees is master,
who holds a certificate of competency as master ordinary,
No. ¢ | issued by the 2 , and which
ship belonged to Iredale & Porter, of Liverpool.

2. That the loss or damage herein more particularly
wentioned happened on the 24th day of July, 1901,
at about 11.20 o’clock in the night, at Waimate Reef,
near Qeo.

3. That the loss or damage appears by the evidence to
have been caused by negligent navigation on the part of
John Rees, master of the ** Lizzie Bell.”

4. That the nature of the loss was total. That the
“Lizzie Bell” is barque-rigged. Her port of registry
Liverpool. Her registered tonnage 1036. That 12 lives
were lost through the casualty.

I have listened with attention and received the evidence
adduced from the seven witnesses with the utmost care
and find as follows :—

That the iron barque ‘“Lizzie Bell,” of 1036 tons
register, belonging to Messrs. Iredale, Porter, & Co., of

iverpool, sailed from Glasgow in February last for

unedin and Wellington, New Zealand, with a general
targo, including, as stated, 200 tons of bar and other
Iron, and iron pipes, and having been passed by the
urveyors of the Board of Trade in Glasgow was con-
sidered staunch and strong and competent to prosecute
er intended voyage. The muster, John Rees, states
that he holds an ordinary certificate, and has been in
tommand of the “ Lizzie Bell” for 18 months. All
¢harts and books required for navigation were supplied by

Imself and of recent correction and publication, and
that the vessel had three compasses, one pole, one steer-
10g, and one spare, all of which had been overhauled in
Glasgow by Dobbie & Co., but that the vessel had not

el swung to ascertain the deviation of her compasses
While he had been master. Nothing of note occurred on

¢ outward passage affecting this inquiry. In due
fourse she arrived in Dunedin, where the greater part of

ih* No particulars of certificate obtainable herc. It was lost in
¢ wreck,
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ber cargo was discharged, and there 600 tons of earth
ballast was taken on board including a portion of iron.
From thence she proceeded to Wellington to discharge

the balance of her outward cargo. On July 24th the "

vessel left Wellington in ballast for Newcastle, New South
Wales, with a crew of 18 hands all told, six of whom were
apprentices. She was towed by the tug “ Duco™ about
five miles outside the Heads, and there, with a fresh
breeze from S8.E., moderatc sea, aud hazy weather, sail
was made, and a NN'W. by N. course (magnetic) by the
pole compass sct 80 as to pass the Brothers at a distance
of eight miles. T find that the captain is in ervor in the
N.W. by N. course, as this would bring him within one
mile of the Brothers, instead of eight miles, as he
calculated. A cherub patent log was used to register the
distance run. A4 3 p.m. the vessel was abreast of the
Brothers, and, so far, the N.W. by N. course was made
good, so far, only, by the captain’s statement. The
distance run caused no doubis to arise. "The weather,
however, was too bazy to make out the lighthouse.
From this position the course was altered to N.W.
(magnetic) to puss Stephens Island, eight miles off, and

.with a commanding breeze still from S.E., by which the

speed was about ten knots, Stephens Island was abeam at
5.30 p.m. Up to this stage the course was again made
good, and nothing, either in course or speed, gave rise to
doubs,"in the master's mind, the accuracy of his position.
The swme course, N.W., was coniinucd, till at 7.30 p.m.,

.with Stephers Island light bearing 8.E. by E. (magnetic)

by pole compass, it was decided, at 8 p.m., to Laul up
another point to the westwurd, and accordingly, at 8 p.m.,
after the watch bad been relieved, the course was set at
N.W. by W., so that Cape Farewell would be passed on
the port Land, distant about 25 miles, and both the

.captain and second officer (who was in charge of the

deck) decided to keep a careful look out for lund to
the south and west, in anticipation of an indraft into
Blind Bay. After 8 p.mn. the second mate went aloft to
the foretop galiant yard on thrée oceasions in case land
might be seen, and during this time the bieeze held good
both in force und direction. At 10.40 p.m. the second
mate came down from aloft, when J. Glen, A.B., who
was on the look-out, informed him that what he (Glen)
considered the loom of the land was visible on starboard
beam. There is no evidence to show that further notice
wus taken of this by either captain or second mate.

I think the look-out man blameable in not giving more
distinet warning, knowing that the ship was running into
danger. By the evidence of W. J. Arbuclkle, apprentice,
Simwmons, A.B., came aft about 11.15 p.m. and reported
land on starboard beam, and a few minutes after the
captain, who had been below at 11 p.m. pricking off the
position on the chart, called * All hands on deck,” and
simultaneously the vessel struck the rocks with her
starboard side. The lifeboat, a now one rcceived at
Glasgow, was at once got out, and after taking the crew
in, she was veered to leeward of the ship with a 120
fathom line made fast to the mizzen mast. In about
balf an hour the mainmast fell over the side, followed
shortly after by the foremast, while a little later the
vessel broke her back. To avoid entanglement with the
floating wreckage, the line was slipped and the liteboat
pulled to windward of the wreck about 4 2 mile, when she
capsized, und all hands were thrown into the water. The
boat wus righted, but it was found some ot the crew were
missing, and the oars were all adritt, but Simmons swam
out and recovered two of the oars. Some time after it
was decided to make for a headland for shelter, but
in keeping away the boat was again overturned, and
on being righted only six men reappeared : eventually
they were thrown on the beach, and when daylight broke
they searched for assistance, which they ultimately
received from Captain Goode and other inhabitants in
the neighbourhood. Owing to the suddenness of the
catastrophe, and the lamentable loss of life, nothing
whatever in the shape of log book, chart, or other papers
to refer to were saved, nor were any of those who had
been at the wheel, and whose cvidence as to the courses
steered or what transpired before and at the time of the
wreck, left alive. So that the evidence before the Court
is only a verbal statement from memory, principally
given by Captain Rees. As the navigation of the ship
from leaving Wellington was entirely in the hands of
Captain Rees, Mr. Buarrow, the chief officer, knows
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notaing from his. own observations as to the proper
crurses, compass deviation, &e., except what was given
him by the master. The vessel was not supplied with a
standard compass, easy of access, and in such position thaé
azimuths or land bearings could be taken with freedom
and accuracy. What took its place was the pole compass
15 feet above the poop deck, and certainly not con-
venient, and not fitted for correct and definite obser-
vations. The vessel not having been swung for deviation
of her compasses during the period that Captiin Rees
was master, it appears the only dsviation card for this
pole compass was what he made himself in the ordinary
course of navigation. Having had a large amount of
iron aboard as cargo, which was likely to influence
the compasses after discharge of the same, it appears
that owing to clondy and wet weather no solar observa-
tions could be made. Nor yet during the week that the
vessel lay in Wellington harbour, at an anchor away from
the wharf, was any cortrection made by bearings at well
defined land objects. It therefore appears that the
vessel left Wellington, none on board having more than
an approximate idea of the deviation of the pole compass.
Owing to the loss of the ship’s chart the courses now
given and marked on chart in Court are perbhaps Jaid off
with the light of after events. The chief officer,
Mr. Barrow, was on deck till 8 p.m. on the night of the
loss, and on leaving the deck at that hour he asserts, by
bearings which he took, Stephens Island bore S.E. by E.,
about 20 miles off. This is in corroboration of the state-
ment made by the master, although the island was made
Learing two points on port bow,or W.N.W. (her head being
N.W.), and passed on that course about 10 miles away,
last seen bearing S.E. by E., or through an arc of
15 points. No bearings appear to have been taken, in
the interval, to fix position accurately, and the captain
states it was impossible to take a four point bearing,
steering the course he did. How this arises is not clear,
nor yet is it evident how the bearing off the island,
8.E. by E., could be got on the line of progress, and
at 25 miles off at 8 p.m., the course was altered to N.W,
by N. On this course, and making progress at 10 knots by
11 p.m., the vessel should have been 30 miles S.S.W.
of the spot on which she strauck shortly after 11 p. n.
To account for tbis discrepancy of distance from the
land, a strong current of over 10 knots an hour, setting
N.N.E., is set down, but by careful perusal of “ The New
Zealand Pilot, 6th Edition, 1891,” we can find no reference
to any such extraordinary set in that direction. Itwould
also appear that distamce by patent log, when bearings
were taken and courses altered, cannot be ascertaired, so
that any distance mentioned is only roughly approximate.
From the absence of all confirmatory evidence from the
second mate and the man at the wheel, we must

reluctantly come to the conclusion that the vesse v,
not steered N.W. by W., as stated by the captain, Froas
the time the light on Stephens Island was abeam m
5.30 p.m. till 11 p.m,, ship sailing at rate of 10 knotg a
hour, puts her 50 miles past the island in the coul;er
which he gave, and ship is found 45 miles N.NE,, ang o
right angles to the course steered, assuming that S g 1?

E. was the bearing taken. Again, according to hig (.>\v

course set by captain, he expected to pass Cape Fareweﬁ
25 miles off, whereas it actually takes him 40 miles off
and his second mate was looking fora 17 mile range Jj hi
when he would be 40 miles from it. From the evidexglce
of the witnesses I find that had the lifeboat been

- properly fitted with lifelines around the gunwale, the

probability is that some lives might have been saved, gjg,
the Court is of opinion that had the oars been ﬁtted’with
lanyards some lives might have been saved.

I consider that the loss of the barque *‘ Lizzie Be])»
wag caused by the negligent navigation of the mastey
Firstly, from taking his departure from Stephens Island
and not verifying his distance when abeam by four point
bearings, which he could have obtained, as he was in vigyw
of the island from 3.30 p.m. to 7.30 p.m., steering a N.W
course during all that time.

The decision of the Court is that Captain Rees’ certif.
cate be suspended for 12 months, and that he pay towards
the costs of this inquiry the sum of £25,

Court is of opinion that, subject to the final decision of
the Board of Trade, Captain Rees be granted a first
mate’s certificate.

Given under my hand, this fifth day of August
one thousand nine hundred and one, at New
Plymouth, New Zealand.

(Signed)

R. L. StaxForD,
Stipendiary Magistrate.

I concur in the above report.

(Signed) J. ADAMSON, Assessor.

I concur in the above report.

(Signed) C. ExnesT Hoon, Assessor.

A true copy.

W. T. GLasGoOw,
Secretary, Marine Department, N.Z.

(Lssued in London by the Board of Trade on the
15th day of November, 1901.)
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