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this amount,

YrE, Judge.

' }Assessors.

de 0% the

(No. 5539.)
“EXPRESS.”

The Merchant Sbipping Act, 1894,

Ix the matter of a formal Investigation h.eld at the
Bankruptcy Court, Four Courts, Dublin, on the
12th, 13th, 14th, 15th, und 17th days of May 1.897,
before T. J. Wawx, Q.C., Chief Magistrate, assisted
by Captain Xxox, R.N., Captain GEoRrGE Rictrarp-
soN, and Captain Epwarp Brooks, into the circum-
stances attending the stranding of the British
sailing ship * ExPREss,” of Wexford, on or nesar the
Arklow Bank, on or about the 28th day of March
last, whereby loss of life ensued.

Report of Court.

The Court, having carefully inquire_d into the cir-
cumstances attending the above-mentioned shipping
casualty, finds, for the reasons stated in the annex
hereto, that the “ Express”’ was beating down againgt
a 8.W. wind between the Arklow Bazk and the main.
land, the weather at the time being thick, with rain.
She struck the Bank not far from No. 3 Buoy, and
became a total wreck, whereby four lives were lost.

Dated this 17th day of May 1897.
(Signed) T. J. Wary, Judge.

‘We concur in the above report.

(Signed) Hexry C. Kvox,
Captain R.N.,

GEORGE RICHARDSON,
EpwarDp BROOKS,

Assessors,

Annex to the Report.

This inquiry was held in the Bankruptey Court, Four
Courts, Dublin, on the 12th, 13th, 14th, ¥5th, and 17th
days of May 1897, when Mr. Mariin, of Messrs D. and
T. Fitzgerald, solicitors, of Dublin, appeared on behalf
of the Board of Trade; Captain C. Cunninghame-
Grabam, deputy chief inspector of the Royal National
Life-Boat Institution, and Captain Hall, inspector for
Ireland, appeared for the above-named institution. .

The ** Express,” official number 82,972, was a British
sailing vessel built of wood by Mr. John Ross, of
Milford Haven, at Milford, and was registered at the
port of Wexford. Her length was 81'3 ft., breadth
20ft., and depth of hold, from tonnage deck to ceiling
at amidships, 10ft., and she was schooner rigged. Her
smended nett registered tonnage was 7813 tons. She
was owned by Mr. Laurence Murphy, of 11, William
Street, Wexford, and he was also managing owner.,

he carried one boat on chocks amidships; she was
provided with two life-buoys and five life-belts; but
she was not supplied with any night signals.

The *“ Express *’ left Dublin on the 27th March last,
86 2 p.m., with a cargo of 170 tons of manuare, bound
for Wexford, her mean draught of water when loaded
being about 10 ft. 6in. She was under the command of

€r owner, Mr. Laurence Murphy, who held a certifi-
cate, No. 3119, and a crew of four hands, viz.: John

surence Murphy, mate; Miles Counor, A.B.; James
Keogh, boy ; and James Murphy, boy and cook.

. From the evidence of the boy, James Murphy, at the
time of her leaving Dublin it was blowing strong from
the NW. At7 p.rm. she possed Wicklow Head, distant
W0 to three miles,

During the night the wind baclked to the S.W. She
nndgr at the time g single-reefed mainsail, jib, fore
aft foresail, topsail, and top-gallant-sail. At 8.30 a.m.,
the weather being thick, he states he was sent to the
¢abin by tbe master 10 see the time, and while theres he
felt the ship strike three times in succession, and then
she stuck fast on the Arklow Bank near No. 3 Buoy.

€ came on deck and found the master and crew get-

Hsgﬂ?i:bpt;gg:t’ the port gangway being unshipped
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Before the boat could be unlashed, a heavy sea broke
on board and washed the master and boat overboard,
and nothing was afterwards secen of the bont or the
master.

Shortly after, as the sea was breaking over the hall,
the boy James Murphy and the other men took to the
fore rigging, and at daylight they hoisted one of the
men’s oil coats to the topmast-head as o sional of dis-
tress, but they saw no light nor heard eignals. Ag
5.30 2.m. they saw a screw steamer pass to the north-
ward, about one mile inside the Bank. They shouted
and waved their hands; it was not then so thick,
About 9 a.m. they saw another steamer bound south,
about two miles off, and the next thing that they saw
was the lifeboat coming out from Arklow,

From the evidence of Mr. Burge, mate in charge of
the South Arklow Lightship, a vessel was seen by
Patrick Hagan, the man on watch at 7.15 a.m., ashore
on the Arklow Bank, near to the position of No. 3 Buoy.
The weather at the time was hazy, with light rain ; the
wind was about W.S.W. blowing strong.

In aceordance with hig instruetions, he endeavoured
to communicate with Kilmichael Coastguard Station by
hoisting a ball and two cones, but the weather was so
thick that he was unable to see the station. Af 11 a.m.
the weather got clearer, and the wind drew round to
the W.N.W., and he saw what, from her sails, he took
to be the lifeboat approaching the vessel,

From the evidence of William Gamlyn. commissioned
boatman at Kilmichael Coastguard Station, who came
os duty at 515 a.m., it was then rainy, thick, wind
8.W., force four to five, and the South Arklow Light-
ship was not visible,

At about 9.15 a.mn. the weather cleared a little, and be
88w a sail which appeared to be going to the mnorth-
ward, outside of Arklow Bank. He reported it to the
chief officer. At about 10. a.m. the weather then lifted,
and he could just see the South Arklow Lightship, and
a few minntes afterwards saw a signal hoisted on board,
either denoting a disabled ship or a ship on shore on
the Bank,

He reported this to the chief officer, who, at 10.15
g.m., directed him to proceed to Arklow, which was
distant seven miles from his station, and report to the

onorary secretary of the Lifeboat Committee,

Albert Walker, commissioned boatman at the Arklow
Station, which was one mile to the northward of the
Lifeboat Station, was on duty from midnight till 6 g.m.
The weather was overcast, rainy, squally, and misty,
and he did not see any sail on the Bank.

William Rattenbury, boatman, who relieved him an
6.15 a.m. at the slation, stated that he saw an object
which he considered to be a sail, and which was after-
wards found t5 be the *¢ Express.” At 6.30 he left the
station to examine his guard, a distance of about two
miles to the southward, and was absent from the sta-
tion until about 8 a.m.

At 8.15 he noticed a sail, which he thought to be on
the Arklow Bank, and the chief officer came to the
same conclusion, and despatched him to report to the
Secretary of the Lifeboat Committee in Arklow, which
he did a5 9 a.m.

Mr. Tyrrell, honorary secretary of the Lifeboat Com-
mittee, on receiving the report of a vessel being on the
Bank, immediately sent for the coxswain of thelifeboas,
and directed him to summon the crew and get the boat
afloat at once.

At about 9.45 a.m. the boat, which was manned with
& crew of 15 hands, cleared the harbour’s mouth and
crossed the bar, and, as soon 83 the masts were stepped
and the sails hoisted, which was abont 20 minutes after
clearing the harbonr, the wreck was seen on the Bank,
and the boat steered for it. On arrival near the wreck,
the sails were lowered and the masts unstepped, and
the boat was rowed throngh the breakers and round the
stern of the vessel on to her starboard side, As she was
rounding the stern a fearful sea broke over the lifeboat
and filled her full, but she emptied herself in abont
20 seconds.

She was then rowed to the E.N.E. of the wreck, and
the anchor let go about 35 fathoms from the vessel ; the
cable was veered and the boat backed as neur as possible
consistent with safety to the wreck.

At this time the ebb tide was running across the

Bank in the direction of the vessel, and the hull was
uuder water,
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Three men were observed hanging to the starboard
fore rigging and one man to the port. The second cox-
wain, after several failures, owing to the position of the
men in the rigging, succeeded in throwing a cane line
10 them, and thena veering line was bent on to the cane
line and bauled on board and made fast to the aflier
shrond of the fore rigging on the starboard side. The
coxwain then shouted directions to have plenty of slack
on board and the men to fasten themselves to the rope
and jump overboard. Either they didn’t hear or didn’t
anderstand the coxwain’s directions, and hauled in only
gix or seven fathoms, to which they fastened the boy
James Murphy.

The coxwain and crew of the lifeboat shonted fo the
men to hanl in more slack, bats they did not do so, bus
immediately lowered the boy into the water. The boy
iwas hauled towards thie lifeboat, but as there ywas not
sufficient slack to get him on board, they hailed the
men on the wreck to let go the line or the boy would
be drowned, which they did, and the boy was got into
the iifebeat almoss lifeless.

When the end of the veering line was got on hoard
the lifeboat, it was found that the cane line had been
cast off, and thus all communication with the wreck
severed.

During this time the flood tide had begun to make,
which changed the position of the lifeboat. "They again
were enabled, by backing, to get near to the wreck, bug,
having no spare caue line, they endeavoured to throw a
coil of the veering line, sv as to again communicate with
the men in the rigging, but without success.

About 1 p.m. the fore-mast went over the port side,
taking the three men in the rigging with it. The life-
boat remained at anchor by the wreck about an hour
after the mast fell.

_From the evidence of the coxwain, it was impossible
for the boat to have crossed over to the port side to
endeavour to rescue them, as, owing to the tide and sea
on the bank, had he lifted his anchor the boat would
have drifted off the Lauk 1o the eastward.

The Court inspected the lifeboat at Kingstown Har-
bour, which is similar to that at Arklow, at the request
of Captain Grabam, and saw all the fittings counected

with her, and had demonstration by the coxwain of the
Kingstown boat of the manner of using the single line
and the double line and tail block, and, according to the
evidence of the coxwain of the Arklow boat, the lifeboat
there was similarly equipped, and we report that, in our
opinion, it is absolutely necessary that a second canc
line should be supplied to each lifeboat.

Questions submitted to Court by Mr. Martin, solicitor,
on behalf of the Board of Trade, on the conclusion of
the evidence :—

1. What,in the opinion of the Court, from theevidence
before them, was the cause of the stranding of the
‘ Express” on the 28th March last, and where and at
what time did she strand ?

2. What were the circumstances in which the master
was drowned ?

3. What was the state of the weather between day-
light and 8.15 am. on the 28th March; was the
“Express” seen during that time, and was the weather
sufficiently clear to enable the coastguard and signal-
man to determine whether she was in distress?

4. Whether at or after 8.15 a.m. or the 28th March

last there was any undue delay in assembling the crew
and despatching the lifeboat ?

5. Whether, in the opinion of the Court, a second or
spare heaving cane and line should have been supplied
to the boat ?

6. Was the coxswain informed of, or did he take

proper measures to ascertain, the position of the wreck
before leaving Arklow ?

7. Was there any undue delay in reaching the wreck,
and if so, what was tbe cause of it?

8. Was there any undue delay in effecting communi-

cation between the lifebcat and the crew in the rigging;
if so, what was the cause of it?

" 9. When communication was effected did the coxswain
adopt proper measurcs with a view to promptly rescue
the crew ?

10. What were the circumstances in which the com-
lmun?ication betweer: the lifeboat and the wreck was
ost

11. Were prompi and proper measares thereafter

taken to restore the communication, and what were.

the circumstances in whick communication was not
restored ?

12. Whether, when the mast went overboard, prompt

and proper efforts were made by the coxswain and
crew of the lifeboat to rescue the men who had been in
the rigging P

Answers to questions sabmitted for consideration of
Court by Mr. Martin, for Board of Trade, on termina.-
tion of evidence :—

1. The * Expréess” was, on the 28th March last, beat-
ing down against & _strong south-west wind between
the Arklow Bank and the mainland ; the weather at the
time being thick, with rain. About 3.30 a.m., havine
stood too far over, she struck the Bank. =

2. Shortly after she strack the master ordered the
boat which was stowed amidships to be gor out, the
gangway for this purpose was unshipped, aud while
aswisting in getting the boat out a heavy sca broke on
board and washed him and the boat overboard.

3. The state of the weather between daylight and
8.15 a.m. on the 28th March was thick, with rain; wind
south-west, squally. The vessel was seen by P. Hagan,
sesman on board the South Arklow Lightship, at
7.15 a.m., and the mate, Nicholas Burge, duly signalled
to Kilmichael Station; William Rattenbury, coast-
guard boatman, on duty at 8.15 a.m., 28th, at the
Arklow Station, states that, on his return from visiting
his guard to the south, he noticed a sail, to which he
called the attention of the chief officer. They both
looked at her through a glass and came to the conclu-
sion that it was a vessel on the Bank and in distress.
He also stated that about 6.30, before visiting his
gnard from the station, he saw an object which he
thought was a sail, but he could not make anything’
definite out of it and did not veport it. There was
nobudy on the look-out at the station that morning in
Rattenbury’s absence from 6.30 to 8.15. The chief
officer of the station stated that on the 28th March he
was one man short, The *“ Express’ wasseen, as stated
above, at 7.15.a.m. by the look-out man on the South
Arklow Lightship, which was only one mile and a half
nearer to the wreck The Court 1s of opinion that had
a man been on duty at the Arklow Coastguard Station
between 6.30 and 8.15 he must have seen a vessel was
on the Bank and in distress, which would have enabled
the lifcboat to proceed to the vessel at least an hour
earlier than she did.

4. T'here appears from the evidence to huve been no
undue delay after 8.15 a.m. in assembling the crew and
despatching the lifeboat. ‘

5. The Court is strongly of opinion that a second or
spare heaving cane and line should have been supplied
to the boat.

6. Before leaving Arklow the coxswain was informed
by the honorary secretary of the Local Committee that
the wreck was on .the Arklow Bank, but he did not
asceriain her position on the Bank until he had got
ou_tlmde of the harbour and had shipped his masts and
sails.

7. There was no undue delay in the lifeboat’s reaching:
the wreck.

8. When the lifeboat reached the wreck she had to
lower masts and sails, get ount the oars, and puil round
the stern of the wreck in a heavy broken sea, to anchor
and drop down sufficiently near to communicate with
the cane line, which would necessarily take time ; but, in
the opinion of the Couit, there was po undue delay in
effecting communication between the lifchoat and the
crew in the rigging.

9 and 10. There were two methods in connection
with the cane line of communicating with the wreck at
the option of the coxswain of the lifevoat: by a single
line, or by a veering line rove through a tail block. The
coxswain informed the Court that in his experience he
had never used the tail block and veering line, and that
he had saved over 100 lives by a single line, and elected
to use the single line on this occasion. When the cane
line was caught by the crew in the rigging of the wreek,
the single line was made fast by them to therigging, and
they were hailed to haul in plensy of slack and secare
themselves to it and jump into the water. Lither
they did not hear or understand, for the boy, James
Murphy, alone was made fast, and, on his jumping over-
board, there was not sufficient slack to haul bim into the
lifeboat ; and to prevent his being drowned the end of
the rope had to be let go from the rigging. The Court
considers that the coxswain did adopt proper measuTes:
with a view to promptly rescuing the crew. Unfortu-
nately, when the single linc was sent on board, the cano
line was cast off by the men on the wreck, and thus the
communication between the lifeboat and the wreck was:
severed.
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keep n(; and pulling ustern, was got as near to the wreck
the of:r the caue line was thrown, but there being no
os dt.mcane line in the boat, the second coxswain
sec&)n voured several times to throw a coil of the single
in e:. the men in the rigging, but on each occasion vhe
o f’gll short. The Courtis ol opinion that prowpt and
]u‘:e er efforts were made by the coxswain and crew of
Ll;g lifeboat to restore communication with the men who
had been in the rigging, and that after the foremast
went over the port side, taking the three men with i,

it was impossible, owing to the strong tide and sea, for

the lifeboat, being on the starboard side, to reach
them,

(Signed) T.J. WaLz, Judge.
We concur.

(Signed) Hexry C. Knox,
Captain, R.N., A
GEORGE Ricwarpsow, ( “AS5€SSOTS.
Epwsrp Brooks,

(Lssued in London by the Board of Trade on the
3rd day of June 1897.)
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