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(No. 5447.)
. “AGNAR” (S8)

Fixpisg of a Court of Ingniry beld into the cirenm-
grances attending the wreck of the British steamer
“ Aanan” off (ape Receiffe on or ahout the
ath October 1€95, holden at Cape Town on the
5th  day of November 1896, before Gromucn
PBuickstont Wintiams, Esquire, Acting Resident
Magistrate for the Cape District, and Comamander
Arcninanp Prine Stoppart, of H.M.S. ““Thrush,"”
duly appointed under the Government letter of the
3rd November 1896.

The s.s. * Agnar” went asbore off Glasson Point
about 13 miles from Cape Receiffe on the night of the
2th October 1806. Ncither the master nor any of the
officers are in possession of any certificate of the
Board of 'T'rade, though the master and first officer
have certificates of comnpetency from the Norwegian
GGovernment.

The ship was registered at the port of Cape Town on
the 7th August 18906.

The log has been put in, but, having regard to the
period that elapsed from the time of the ship striking
until the entry was made, and to the circumsiances
under which the entry was made of the orcurrences of
the night of the 8th, the Court is unable to place much
relinnce upon it.

If the ship sleered the conrse as Iaid down in the log,
fbe Court is of opinion that the striking of the ship
uinst be attributed either toan unusually strong current
(and no doubt a strong current was experienced, as
according to the specd, the ship ought to have been off
N Cape Recciffe when she struck on the coast), or to the
: fact that the compasses were out. It is impossible now
to verily the compasses. Under ordinary circumstances

the conree steered would have taken the ship at Jast
four miles ¢lear of any danger. i
i The Court regrets that it cannot acquit the master of
blame in the matter, as it considers that the navigiiion
; of the vessel was conducted in a most haphazard
" manner, 'I'lere is a conflict of evidence a8 to whether
: the serond mate reported the bearing of the light when
sighted ; in ary case the master should either have gone
on deck or satisfied himself that the light was on a sile 0
Learing. 'The deviation of the compasses was excessive,
but if known correctly this would not affect the sale i
navigation of the ship. No steps seem to have bren k
taken for sowne considerable time to find out the error ;
of compass, and the Court considers that the master is
in deinult in this respect.

1t appears, however that all proper steps were taken.
and everything was done to save the ship after she
struck.
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(Rigned) (i. BracksToxE WinLiams, A R.M.
A. P. StopparT, Lieutenunt R.N.

(Issued in London by the Board of Trade on the .
“Pih day of January 1897.)
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