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(No. 5131.)
“ QAKDENE” (S.8.)

The Merchant Shipping Act, 1894.

Ix the matter of a formal Investigation held at the

* Qounty Court, Newcastle-on-Tyne, on the 10th
and 11th days of April 1895, before Hucx MORTON
and JoHN BEATTIE, Esquires, two of Her Majesty’s
Justices of the Peace, acting in and for the City
and County of Newecastle-on-Tyne, assisted by
Captains JoEN Bamy and AwDREw CUNINGHAME
(Nantical Assessors), into the circumstances
attending the loss of the British steamship
““ OAXDENE,”” of Sunderland, near Assateague,
Virginia, U.S.A., on the 2nd day of March 1895.

Report of Court.

The Court, having carefully inquired into the cir-
cumstances attending the above-mentioned shipping
casualty, finds, for the reasons stated in the anmex
hereto, that the loss of the vessel was due to the in-
accuracy of the chronometer, which caused the master
to set and steer courses whi¢h placed the vessel on
ghore. 'I'he Court finds the master and officers not in
default. ,

Dated this 11th day of April 1895.

(Signed) Huer Morgtox,
' Joux BEATTIE,

‘We concur in the above report.
(Signed)

}Judgcs.

Joux Baix, }
Axpw. CUNINGHAME, Assessors.

Annex to the Report.

This was an inquiry into the circumstances attending
the loss of the British steamship ‘“ Qakdene’ on
2nd March 1895, and was held at the County Court,
Newcastle-on-Tyne, on the 10th and 11th days of April
1895, before Hugh Morton and John Beattie, Esquires,
assisted by Captains John Bain and Andrew Cuning-
hame (nautical assessors).

Mr. Dendy appeared for the Board of Trade, and
Mr. Temperley for the master.

The ¢ Oakdene,” of Sunderland, official No. 87,374,
was an iron screw steamship of 1,593:74 gross, and
995°57 net registered amended tonnage, and was built
in 1884 by Messrs. Short Brothers at Sunderland. She
was schooner-rigged and fitted with two compound
surface-condensing engines of 140 horse-power com-
bined, bmilt by Messrs. Carr & Co., Limited, at
Sunderland. in the year 1884, her length being 240 ft.,
breadth 3815 ft., and depth of hold 1825 ft.

She was owned by the several persons whose names
are set out in the transcript of the vessel’s register,
Mr. John Thomas Lunn, of Baltic Chambers, Quayside,
Newcastle-on-Tyne, being appointed managing owner
on 13th March 1890, and registered as such.

She had four compasses in use, namely, a pole com-
pass above the upper bridge, by which the vessel was
navigated, a binnacle compass on the upper bridge,
another on the lower bridge, and one aft. These were
last adjusted in August 1894 by Messrs. Wilson &
Gillie, of North Shields, and were in good order and
sufficient for the safe navigation of the vessel. She
was algo fitted with boats and other life-saving appli-
inces 1n accordance with the requirements of the
statute,

InJ enuary last the *“ Oakdene " loaded at Hamburg
A cargo consisting of about 1,600 tons of salt for manuro
and 100 tons of cement, and, on the 19th day of that
Wonth, sailed for Baltimore under the command of
Mr, ans Christian Nielsen Sandal, who holds o certi-
ficate of Competency as master, No. 013,839, with a
¢rew of 20 hands all'told. Her draught of water being
18 ft. i in. forward, and 18 ft. 3 in. aft. She had a very
temptesﬂ;uo_v.lsx and protracted passage across the Atlantic,

iring which she sustained considerable damage about
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the decks and upper works, and, running short of
coals, the captain had to resort to spare fittings and other
availuble woodwork to enable him to fetch Halifax in
order to repair damages and replenish his buukers.
During the heavy weather his own chronometer was
rendered useless, and was thrown overboard. On
making the land aboul Halifax the captain verified the
behaviour of his remaining chronometer by celestial
observations and cross-bearings, and found that the
error and rate he had been allowing were correct.
Having completed repairs and filled his bunkers, he
resumed his voyage .on the 26th February, and at
o p.m, took his departure from Chebucto Head, w hich
bore N.W. magnetic, distant from 1} to 2 miles. He
streamed his patent log, and, steering to the south-
ward and eastward to obtain an offing, at 7 p.m.
he set his course S.W. by W. magnetic, and proceeded’
* full speed,” stated to be about 7% knotis per hour.,
The weather at this time appears to have been bois..
terons, the wind blowing hard from the N.W. with
thick snow. Next day the weather was nnfavourable for
obtaining satisfactory sights, and the captain fixed his
position by dead reckoning at noon to be latitude 49°
20" N., longitude 65° 10" W. The course was now
altered to S.W. 3 'W. magnetic, and the following day
(the 28th), at 8 a.m., it was changed to W. % S. mag-
netic. Satisfactory observations were obtained, and at
noon the veéssel's position, as deduced from them, was
latitude 89° 49’ N., longitude 67° 2’ W., but the captain
stated that to be on the safe side he allowed 20 to the
westward, muking her longitude 67° 22' W. The
W. % S. course was continuned, and next day being again
favourable for observations, the ascertained position ay
noon was latitude 38° 58’ N., longitude 70° 44’ W., but,
as on the previous day, he again allowed 20’ to the west-
ward, making the longitude 71° 4 W. Tho W.} S. course
was continued from this position till 2 a.m. next day
(2nd March), when it was altered to S.W by W. mag-
netic, the log showing 644 miles from Chebucto Head,
or 120 miles from noon of the previous day. TUptill
this time the wind had been from north-westward, and
the sails had been set and taken in as circumstances
required. Between 6 and 7 o'clock the weather was
hazy, but the captain thought he could still see six or
seven miles. About 8 o’clock the sails were again set
the wind having chopped round tothe S.E. At 9 o’clock
the captain went below leaving orders with the second
mate who had the watch to call him if the weather be-
came thick. Shortly before 10 o’clock the weather
becoming thick with snow the second officer called the
captain who came on deck at once, slowed the engines
to “‘ half-speed,” ordered the sails to be taken in and the
deep sea lead to be got ready for use. These prepara-
tions had not been completed when the vessel took the
ground. The engineswere immediatelyreversed, and with
the exception of stopping occasionally to clear the pumps
of sand, were kept going ¢ full-speed” until 1 p.m.,
when, owing to the tide falling and the ship remaining
fast, they were stopped. Shortly after noon the weather
cleared and it was seen that the ship was on shore with
Assateague Lighthouse bearing W. by S. % S. distant
between 5 and 6 miles. On sounding it was found
that the ship was lying on an uneven sandy bottom
hanging heavily amidships in abount 13 ft. =t low water,
the stranding having occurred at about high water. As
she was badly strained and filling rapidly the boats
were swung out, and the chief officer with a boat’s crew
was dispatched for assistance. When nearing the shore
they met the tug ‘“ North America” towing out the
lifeboat. On the tug getting alongside a Bavarian
seaman who had sustained serious injuries to his chest
and ribs while assisting to get the boats out was put on
board and conveyed to shore.

The chief officer, after having reported the condition
of the vessel to the authorities, returned to the ship and
with the master and other members of the crew re-
mained on bourd until 5 p.m. The starboard bilge
then caved in, and being unable to do anything further,
they left the vessel und landed at Lewis Delaware. The
salvage steamer ‘“ William Colay ” with the assistance
of the master and crew of'the *“ Oakdene ” subsequently
endeavoured to pump the vessel out, but their efforts
were unavailing, and she was eventually dismantled as
far as possible and abandoned, becoming a total wreck.
No lives were lost. The casualty was attributable to
the error of the chronometer rendering the observations



tnken by the master fallacious. According to_ the
ovidence the chronometer was tested on ap roaching
Halifax and found accurate, and it is difficult to give
any satisfactory esplanation of the subsequent inac-
curacy-. .

'The master stated he had no opportunity of compar-
ing it while lying in Halifax; and it is a matter of regret
that on leaving that port he had only one on bosrd.
The ship’s ** dead reckoning” pluced her within some
6 miles from where she stranded, but the master, being
in igporance of the inaccuracy of the chronometer, was
entitled to rely, as he did, implicitly on his obser-
vations for the position of the vessel.

At the conclusion of the evidence the following
questions were submitted on behalf of the Board of
T'rade, Mr. Temperley addressed the Court for the
master, and Mr. Dendy replied :—

1. What number of compasses had the vessel, were
they in good order aund gufficient for the safe navigation
of the vessel, and when and by whom were they last
adjusted ¥

3. Tid the master ascertain the deviation of his com-

passes by observation from time to time, were the
errors correctly ascertained and the proper corrections
to the courses applied ? '
8. Whether, when the vessel left Halifax, her chrono-
ineters were in good order, did they subsequently be-
come inaccurate, and, if so, how was it that the master
failed to discoverit?

4. Whether proper measures were taken to ascertain
7nd verify the position of the vessel at noon on the
18t March and from time to time thereafter P

5. Whether a safe and proper cours® Wwas then set
and thereafter steered, and whether due and proper
allowance was made for tide and currents ?

6. Whether a safe and proper alteration was made in
the course at 2 a.m. on the 2nd March and whether
due and proper allowance was made for tide and
currents ? ’

““m_ Whether at and after 9.30 a.m. on_the 2nd March
the weather was thick with fog, whether the vessel’s
eed wus reduced, and was the lead used ?

8. Whether a good and proper look-cut was kept?

9. What was the cause of the stranding of the vessel ?

10. Whether she was navigated with proper and
seamanlike care ?

11. Whether the master and officers are, or either of
them is, in default P

To which the Court replied as follows:—

1. There were four compasses in use, viz., a pole
compass above the upper bridge, by which the courses

were set, one on the upper bridge, one in the wheel.
house below the upper bridge, and one aft. They wera
in good order and sufficient for the safe navigation of
the vessel, and were last adjusted by Messra. Wilson
& Gillie, of North Shields, in August 1894.

9. The master ascertained the deviation of his com.
passes by observation from time to time, the errorg
were correctly ascertained, and the proper correctiong
to the courses applied.

3. When the vessel left Halifax, where she had been
for ten days repairing damages sustained on the out-
ward passage, she had but one chronometer on board
a second chronometer which belonged -to the master
having been rendered useless during the previous bad
weather. The chronometer was not compared when in
Halifax, and there is no direct evidence to show its
condision on leaving, but it is clear from subsequent
events that it was inaccurate immediately afterwards,
2]}:i¢i)ngh there was nothing to lead the master to suspect

8.

4. Proper measures were taken to ascertain and verif
the position of the vessel at moon of the 1st Mare
and from time to time thereafter, but, owing to the
inaccuracy of the chronometer, the ascertained longi.
tude was 1° 27 east of the ship’s actual position.

5 and 6. Having regard to the positions ascertained
by the master from his observations, safe and proper
courses were set and steered, and due and proper allow-
ance appears to have been made for tide and currents.

7. Aecording to the evidence the weather was thick
at and after 9.30 & m. of the 2nd March. The vessel’s

speed was reduced and preparations were made for
taking & cast of the lead, but she struck before this

could be done.

8. A good and proper look-out was kept.

9. The stranding was due to the inaccuracy of the
chronometer, which caused the master to set and steer
courses which placed the vessel on shore.

10. The vessel was navigated with proper and sea-
manlike care.

11. The Court finds the masters and officers not in
defaalt.

(Signed) Hucr MogToN, .
Jomy BEATIIE, }Justlces.

‘We concur.
(Signed) Jouxn Baiw,

Axpw. CUNINGHAME, JL Asgessors.

Issned in London by the Board of Trade on the
30th day of April 1895.

eyt e e el bt
Iy T e e LA NN O T S

SEFTE

XA SR LA SO ET.

1

Ix the matt
mond
Greenv
1895, b
by Cag
cumsta
steams]
tine Isl

The Couw
cumstances
casualty, fi
hereto, that
look-out wa
sufficient a.
might be e
vessel was
foggy weatl

The Cour
default, and
master, No
April 1895.

Dated thi

We con

This 1inn
Whitehall,
Greenwich,

Mr. Mnir
Mr. H. Hol
borva,’” angd
officers.

" The “ Tn
British scre
the county
& Co. of N
as follows :-
depth of ho!
tons, and r
schooner-ri
horse-powe:
Keynes & |
Mr. Willia.
being the m
present owr

The insu
follows: 15
manent ins
and outfi, «
on freight
the day of .

There is
her loss,

She had
one on the
which the
steered in r
Boston, T.
were last
September
land. She
She had for
Jolly-boat, :
:V]&tlon car
Justed were

81564






