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(No. 4603.)
“JANTUS” (8.8)

The Merchant Shipping Acts, 1854 to 1887.

In the matter of a formal Investigation held at.
the Bonrd-room of the Sunderland Board Offices,.

John Street, in the Borough of Sunderland, on the-

98th and 29th days of October 1892, before WiLLtanm-
WirsoN and Jaxes Stokor, Esquires, two of Her
Majesty's Jastices of the Peace for the said
Borough, assisted by Captains Cosexns and RicBARD-
80N, into the circumstances attending the st.randing"
of the British steamship **JaNus,” on or near
Haisborough Sond, on or about the 16th instant. -

Report of Court.

The Court, baving carefully inquired into the cir-.
camstances attending the above-mentioned shipping
casualty, finds, for the reasons stated in the annex here-
to, that the stranding was caused through the master

mistaking the lights, and taking no proper measures
. to verify his positioa,

The Court finds the master,
Henry Menham Dobson, in default for such stranding,
and suspends his certificate for the space of six calendar
months from the dute hereof.

The Court recommends that he he granted a chief
mate’s certificate in the meantime. :

Dated this 29th day of October 1892.

{Signed} Wat. WiLson,

JAMES STOKOE, } .Tudge;.
We concur in the above report. '

(Signed) WiLuiay Coskxs,

Geo. RicuaRDsON, } Assessors..

Annex to the Report.

The ¢ Janus ” is a British steamship, built of steel at
Grangemouth, in the county of Stirling, in the year

" 1883, and registered at the port of Grangemouth, her

officin]l nnmber being 81,1335, and her dimensions as per
register—length 240°5 ft., breadth 33:2 ft., and depth
1412 ft. She is schooner-rigged, and fitted with two
compound surface.condensing inverted direct-acting
engines of 150 horse-power combined, the diameter of

the cylinders being 30 and 54 inches, with a length of .

stroke ol 36 inches, and her tonnage, after deducting
38401 tons for propulling power and crew space, is
692°0-} tons. ;

This vessel is owned by Mr. James Kish and others,
Messrs, James Kisb and Edward Kish, of Sunderland,

being the managing owners, and she: was under the -

command of Mr. Henry Menham Dobson, who holds a

certificate of competency as master, numbered 95,116.+
"This vessel carried three compasses, namely, a pole

compasp on the bridge, a steering compass in the wheel:
house, and one aft.
been sluggish in fine weather, but there is nothing

- before the Court to show that they were not perfectly

good and reliable compasses, :
_ This vessel left Vockkro un the 13th day of October
Instant, with a crew of 18 hands all told, and having
on board a cargo consisting of about 508 standards of
deals and batteus boand for Honflear. She carried
about 200 standards on deck, which are staied to

- have been about 13 ft. high forward and 11 ft. aft. Her

draught of water on leaving Vockkro was 14 ft. forward
and 16 ft. 4 in. aft, and the vessel was then well found

and in good condition.

The vessel proceeded on her voyage, and at about
5.30 a.m. of Friday the 14th of October Hanstholmar
Light bore S.E. by EK E. at an estimated distance of
from 12 to 15 miles. Although this light had been in
sight for some hours a four-point bearing wasnot taken,
the master contenting himself by estimating the djs-
tance only. A course was then set 8.W. § W. magnetio,
the engines going full speed, and the vessel making

71488—112. 180,—11/93. Wt.47. E, & 8.

i for’ the:Smith’g

These compasses are said to have.

shout eight knots. This S.W. 3 W. course appears to
have beon kept untilnoon of the following day (Saturday
the 15th) when the course wns altered by the master to
S.W. 3 W. About six o'clock the couree was sgain
sltered to S.W. by W., and that course was kept until
a light, which the master supposed was Smith's Knoll,
was sighted on the port bow between eight and nine
o’clock, and then tho course wasaltered to south by the
pole compnss. There iv, howerer, considerable conflict
of evidence as to the exact courses stecred, and as to
the time of the alterations being made in the courses.
At 11.30 p.n. the second mateteported annther light,
which bore two points on the port bow. The mnster,

who was then in the chart-room, came on'deck and

looked at it, and said he thoaght it way a fisherman’s
light. The second mate told the master he thought it
was not & fisherman’s light. The engines were then
stopped, and a cast with the hand-lead was taken, bat
no boitom found with eighteen fathoms of line out (the
reason the cast was taken with the band-lead was that
the deap-sea lead was below) The chief male relieved
the second mate shortly after midnight, antdl when he
had been on the bridge about ten minutes, he went to
the captsin and told him that the light was still on the
port bow, and that he did not think it was a fisherman’s
light, The captain said to him, ‘‘ Yes it is; I have
seen it. We have passed a lot of fisbermen.” There
were several lights in sight at the time. . The chiof
mate returned to the bridge, and about ten minutes
alterwards saw something white ahead. He asked the
man on the look-ous if he could make out what it was,
and he replied, ‘ Broken water.”” At the samo time the
chief mate rang for the engines to be stopped and
roversed, and he also knocked on the deck for the
master, who came up immediately and ordered the helm
bard-a-port; but before tho headway was off the vessel
she struck the sand and remained fust, the sea Lbreaking

_ over her. Oneof the life-boats and part of the deck cargo

was washed away. The ship commenced to mnke
water rapidly, and by 9 a.m. the water was up to the
centre fires. The chief mate was sent away for a<sistance
in the remaining life-boat. He spoke a passing steamer,
which offered to stand by them, but oould not render
any other assistance,

In the meantime the Palling life-boat came on the
scene and took the ship's life-boat in tow and went to
the vessel and took off the remainder of the crew.
The Palling lifesboat continued in the neighbourhood,
for some time, but finding that nothing farcher couli
be done to save the ship on account of the high seus
running, left and finally landed the crew at Yurmouth,
no lives being lost.

1t may be here remarked that the weather at this

time and at and previous to sighting the first light

was squally, with the wind blowing strong from the
north-east and heavy rain showers, .

The Court considers that the master did nob exercise
due care in fixing his departure from Hanstholmen,
and when after steering across the North Sea on
uncertain courses and making a light which he took

ascertain the position of his vessel, although the uso of
the lead and an intelligent ‘'observation of the character
of the light would have at once shown him his error.
The light which the master said he thought was a
fisherman's light was, no doubt, the Would Lightship
light, aud the ship strauded on Haisburough Sand.

At the conclusion of the evidence ‘Mr. F, W, Dendy, -

the solicitor acting for the Board of T'rade; desired 1ho
opinion of the Court on the following questions : —

1. What number of compasses had the vessel on board,
where were they placed, and were they in "good ord:r
and sufficient for the sale navigation of the vessel ?

Ans.—The vessel had three compasses on board,
viz., a pole compass, sne in the wheel-hoaso and ome
alt ; they were in good order, and were sufficient for

" the safe navigation of the vessel, .o

9. When and by whom were they made, and when
and by whom were they last adjusted ? :

Ans —They were made by Mc.iregor, of Glasgow,
and were last adjusted by Mr., J. W. Piuav, of
Sunderland, on the 28th Anguss 1891. " .- .

3. Did the master ascertain the deviation of his com-

passes by observation from time to time; were tae errurs

Knoll, he did not take apy steps to




of the compasses correctly nscertained and the proper
corrections to the courses applied ? o
Ans.—The master did not ascertain the deviation
of his compasses. He states to the Court that he
had no opportunity of deing so. The corrections
according to the deviation cards were applied.

4. Whether proper measures wore taken at or about
5.30 n.m. of the 14th of October last to ascertain and
verify the position of the vessel ?

Ans.—Proper mensures were not taken to ascer-
tain and verify the position of.the vessel at this time.

. 5. Whetber a proper course was then sot and there-
after made good, and was due and proper aliowance
made for tide and currents ?
Ans.—A. proper course was then set but was not
made good. No allowance was made for tide and
curronts.

6. Whether safe and proper alterations were subse- '

quently made in tho course, whether due and proper
allowance was made for tide and currents, and were
such altered courses mnde good ?
Ans.—The alteration made in the course at noon
on Saturday the 15th was not a proper one. No
allowance was made for tide and currents.

7. Whether proper measures were taken from time to
- time after passing Hanstholmen, and especially at or
about 9 p.mn. of the 15th October, to ascertain and
verify the position of the vessel ?
Ans.— No measures were taken to ascertain and
verify the position of the vessel after passing
Hanstholmen or at 9 p.m. of 15th Otober.

8. What was the light sighted at or about 9 p.m. of
15th October, and was the master justified in takiog it
for Smith’s Knoll Light P

Ang.-~The light sighted at 9 p.m. was the
Lemau and Ower Light. The master was not
Jjustified in taking it for Smith’s Knoll Light.  ~

9. What was the white flashing light subsequeyy
observed ahicad and on the port bow, and wag th
master justified in taking it to bo a fishecrman's light,?o

Ang.—The light which was taken for g whit,
flashing light subsequently obscrved musg hn,v0
been the Wonld Lightship. The mastor wag no?;
justified in taking it for a tisherman's light,

10. Whether the master was on deck when the safe
of the vessel required his personal supervision ? ¥
Ans.—No.

11. Whether the lead was used with sufficient
frequency P .
Ans.—It was not, and the hand lead was not the
proper lead to use.

12. Whether a good and proper look-out was kept ?
Ang.—Yes,

13. What was the cause of the casnalty P
Ans.—The master mistaking the Leman and
Ower for the Smith Knoll Light, and not having
satisfied himself as to the position of the vessel,

14. Whether the vessel was navigated with proper
and seamsnlike care P
Ang.—No.

15. Whetber the master and officers are or either of
them is in defanlt ?
Ans.~—~The master alone is in default.
(Signed) Wu. WiLsoy, .
J aMzs STOKOE, } Justices.

We concur in the above.

- g (Signed) ‘WirLiax Cosexs,

GEORGE RICHARDSON.

«JOHN
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