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_ heaving his vessel to on the wrong tack.

. Trade.

(No. 4602.)
«CASEKET”

The Merchant Shipping Acts, 1854 to 1887.

Ix tho matter of a formal Investigation held at thé
Guildhall, Plymouth, on the 26th and 27th days
of October, before A. S. Harris and THoMAS
Pirrs. Esquires, Justices of the Peace, assisted by
Captains WILLIAM ParrirT and EDWARD BROOKS,
into the circumstances attending the strauding of -
the British sailing .ship * Oasker,” of Guernsey,
on or near the Frying Pan Shoals, North Carolina,
T.S.A., on or about the 13th Scptember 1892,

" and hupg astern of the vessel.

Report of Court.

'we Court, having carefully inquired into the cir-
cumstances attending the above - mentioned shipping
casualty, finds, for the reasons stated in the annex .
hereto, that tho vessel was stranded owing to the
courses set and steered not having been made good,
in counsequence, probably,
easternly current, with which the master was not at
the time acquainted; nnd to his error in judgment in
he Court is .
of opinion that the certificates of the master and mate
should not he dealt with. : :

Dated this 27th day of October 1892.

S )
Traos. P1r18, }J ustices.

;'.We concur in the above report.

(Signed) Wor. Parritr,

Ts.
Epwarp BROOKS, } Assesdors

Annea to the Report.

This investigation was held at the Guildball, Ply-
mouth, on the 26th and 27th days of October 1892. -

Mr. Wolferstan appeared ob beball of the Board of
The master and first mate of the vessel ap-

eared, but werc nob represcnted by counsel.

The ¢ Casket "’ was a British sailing-vessel, built of
wood, in 1869, at Bridport, Dorset. She was rigged‘as
a barque, ber official pumber being 56,390. )

She was registered at the Port of Guernsey, and was
owned by Mr. Oliver S. S. Piper and Mr. William G.
Crinks, both of Plymouth. The latter was appointed
managing owner on the 19th November 1891. ,

Her under-deck tonnage was 322:37 tons, gross ton-
nage 349-85, and her registered tonnage 302-91.

€he had a raised quarter-deck, and ber dimensions

- were as follows :—Length, 130" 6"; breadth, 26" 1'';

depth of hold, 15" 7". K

Phis vessel loaded at Huelva, Spain, a cargo of
517 tons of iron pyrites, and left that port on the
4th August last bound for Wilmington, North Carolina,
drawing 15 ft. forward, and 15 ft. % in. aft., with & crew
of ten hands all told, of whom Mr. Richard C. Tozer

. was master, and who holds a certificate of c‘o.m'peten'kcy

as master, number 29,726. . o
The ship appeared to be well and properly equipped
and in good order and condition, and after a favour-
able voyage across the Atlantic, during which her
compass was tested frequently and always found td be
correct, she arrived in Long Bay, Carolina, on the 13th
September, her position at noon being, latitude; by
meridian observation, 34-17 N., longitude, by chrono-
meter, 78'26 W., and a cast of the lead was at that time
taken giving 13 fathoms. :
The weather was fine with o moderate southerly
breeze. A course was set N. by E. (magnetic), and: the
vessol proceeded on this course under all plain sail,
making an average of about 9} knots an hour, the wind
at timos falling very light. The lead was hove hourly,
and nt 4 pm. 12 fathoms wns obtained. At G P-1a.
93 fathoms, and by this timo tho wind had froshened
from S.4.13. The courso wns thon altored to N.L.
(magnetic). ‘ B

1488111,  180~11/92. Wt.47. E.&S. '

of the existence of a north- -

Soundings were continued, and at 8.30 p.m. 7% o
8 fathoms was obtained, when the wind had-much in-
creased and the night was very dark with- drizzling
rain. Nothing was in sight, although the first mato

and one hand were aloft looking out for the Bald Head
Light ot the emtrance to Wilmington Riyer. Tho

-~ Jessel was then rounded to, on the starboard t@.ck, under

the two lower topsails. :

The woather continued to get worse, and at 10.25 a
gounding was tnken in 8 fthoms; and 10 minutcs after
5 fathoms was found. All bands were then called, the
foretop sail was clewed up and the starboard anchor
let go, and cable veered to 45 fathoms. i

'As the vessel swang round, and whén nearly head to
wind, she bumped heavily. Rockets were then gent up,
tackles hooked on to the boats, and the boats got out,
and the second anchor let go. .

“The vessel began to make water rapidly and con-
tinued bumping, and at12.30 all hands got into the boat
In about an hour and a
half after this the ‘* Casket” sank in aboup 23 feet of
water, the top of the wheel being visible just above
water, The crew continued to lie astern in the boat
antil 6.30 a.m. when they pulled away to the N.W., and
in about halt an hour the boat filled. ‘The crew clung to
her for some two hours, sud then getting on a gand bank
they succeeded in bailing ber out, and shortly after a hoat
'%i‘lme to them from the shore and they landed at Cape

ear. “

The place where the vessel struck was about four
miles to the southward of the Bald Head Ligbt, on the
western side of the Frying Pan Shoals.

All the crew’s effects were lost as well as all ship’s
papers, but no fives were lost. After landing they pro-
ceeded to Charlestown, where the master entered hig
protest, and from thence the master, first mate, and
two other of the crew got passage 0 England, and were
landed at Plymouth.

The master stated to the Court that when he shaped
his course at noon on the 13th, he anticipated meeting
with a southerly current, but that he discovered, when
on the shoal, that the current was setting to the N.E.,
which agrees with the description of the current necar
Cape Fear, given in the Admiralty Sailing Directions
for that locality, published in 1882, in which at
page 189 it says: ¢ The carrents on this part of the
“ coast of North
« the wind. During the summer, when the prevalent
« direction of the wind is S.W., the current sets N.E.
« parallel to the coast line. If setting in the opposite
« direction, it is a sure indication of an approaching
“ N.E. wind.”

‘As the current was undoubtedly ab the time setting
the vessel towards the Frying Pan Shoals, and as the

_wind was blowing hard from the S.S.E., whatever head-

" way she might

have
bave been in the direction ot dunger.

been making when hove to must
Had she been

hove to on the other tack, ghe would probably not have,

stranded when she did, and might by doylight have
‘becn in pilot's water. . g

At the conclusion of the evidence Mr. Wolferstan
gsubmitted to the Court the following questions,
namely :— :

i ‘ .

1 1., Whether proper measures were taken: to ascertain
4nd verify the position of the vessel at or shout noon on
'the 13th September last? - I
"9 “\Whether a safe and proper course wos then set and
therenfter stcered, and whether due and proper allow-
ance was made for tide, currents, and leeway?

3. Whether a safe and proper alteration was made iu
the course at or about 6 p.m. of the 13th September,
and whether due and proper allowance was made for
tide, currents, and leeway ? 0

4. Whether, having regard to the stateof the weather
and the depth of water under the vessel:at 8 p.m., the
master was justified in heaving her to? *

5. Whether a good and proper look-out was kept?

6. What was t%e cpuse of the casualty -

7. Whether the vessel was nayigated with proper
and seamoulike care? o

8. Whother tho master and mate arg, or cither of
thom is, in dofoult ? : '

9, 'ho Board of I'rade is of opinion thnt tho cortiti-
entos of tho master and mato ghould be donlt with.

Carolina are generally governed by .

o
Y
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To which the Court replied as follows :—

1. Proper mensures were taken.
2. A safe and proper courso was steered. No allow-
ance was mado for tide or currents. Thero was no

leeway.

3. X safo and proper alteration in the course wag
mado, but no allowanco was made for tide or currents,
Thero was no leewny.

4. The mastor was justified in heaving her to, but
committed an error of judgment in not heaving her to
on the port tack,

" 5. A good and ‘propor look-out was kopt.

6. The cause of the casualty was due to the courses

set and steered not having been made good owing

BTN

probably to the oxistence of a north-cast enrrent yy -
which tho master was not at the time acquainted, g
to the mistake made by him of heaving his vessel toy
tho starboard instead of the port tack. :
7. Tho vessel was navigated with proper and soamy
hll)m care, subjoct to tho orror of Judgment mentig, *
above. ‘

8. Neither tho master nor the mato aro in dofauls, - |

(Signed)  A. S. Harris, .
Tros. Prrrs, }J‘“’t‘ccﬂ-
‘We concut,
(Signed) W, Parrrtr, 3
Epwarp Brooxs, } Asscosn
.
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