der ; hug

go.
openinggy

2 to the
was not . Th ‘s b ived at the d k.th hi
_ : ' C crews baggage arrived at the dock ag e shi
ied nway ' (NO' 4’4’39') '~ was going out, and the men who had joined the ship
lder, and ' - wero informed that it ‘ljn.s there and wousd L)O Eut on
the boatg ' ¢¢ A - the ship as soon as the captain returned, he havin
over the DOMIN ION gone inrzaearch of substitutes for the deserters; these
g due to " not being obtainable quickly, the captain, after waitin
s mado to The Merchant Shipping Acts, 1854 to 1827, as long as possible, engaged another steqm tug to take
aired, and - him and the baggage and the two men with it on to the
2 T Room ot tha parmal Lavostigation held at Board . ship, wh havin “sdjusted hor cumpuerere P 12 the
after von. . .
me wreek. _Room of the Sunderland Union Offices, John Street, - under sbaysail? towards the E.N E., being in taw of the
mpcd ont, in the Borough of Sunder]and, on the 4th, sth, and tugs 'Y Rescue 2 and * CI‘UI'SOP,” they being of ‘the
rater camo 6th days of Jannary 1892, before GEeorGce RoBER? ' respective power of 45 and 34 horses, .
countered BootE and Wiriax ‘Wirsox, Esquires, two of Her' When the ship left the dock the wind was light from
Ktli'ttc‘)h(ﬁl'gt . Mujesty’s Justices of the Peace acting in and for i};)he S.SiE. wétbdpassm% ggos‘gemtth{‘a;]n _Et}d theit’d ﬂ;(’
d to thin : ; : arometer standing at 29'55, at which, i is gtated to
ed ballast the said Borough,. pasisted by C:.a,p tains mrnvmr . the Court by the fverlooker, it bad stood on “the pre-
il it ulti. and Cosexs, Nautical Assessoys, into the ercum. ceding evening. By 9 a.m. the ship had been swung
y coals and stances attending the stranding of the British . once round and observations for compass errora taken,
nber holds sailing ship ‘‘ Douxion,” of Liverpool, on the coass: but in consequence of the rising wind it wag deemed
from the near Blyth, Northumberland, on the 7th December " - imprudent to turn the ship a second time for o more
 ghip, the 1891. . complete cor:rdelctu;xﬁ olf error:. ’1"}11.6 wind m:d s:zla. tlll:-
mako : ‘ creasing rapidly, the lower topsails were set-an o
9 o Report of Qourt, . ship pr%ceec}l)ed {vith her head .'E?NE under tow of both
p becamo f The Court, having carefully inquired into the cir- " tpgg. Having attained what yas considered by the
pump also cumstances nttendmg the above-mentloned shlppmg' pilot; a safe position, the ‘“ Cruaiger tug was cast off
casualty, finds, for the reasons stated in the anmex : gpq ordered to return to Sunderland for the captain.
the water hereto, that the stranding was caused by men refusing  The ship then proceeded, in tow of the * Rescup only, -
1s o cloar duty; the wind increasing to 8 gale and backing to -8t 2 speed of one to one-and-a-half knots. The wind
) the northward, and the vessel missing stays. The Court - wag increasing and backing to the N..east, and it then
er, officers, does not find the master, William Moredith, in defanlt eceme urgent to get square sail on the ship. P
’ for such stranding. ' '~ When the men from Liverpool went on board’ the
ter part of Dated this sixth day of January 1892, vessel they all went into the forecastle. Breakfast,
he had lost ' . consisting of a hot stew and with coffee or ten, wasg
ce drowned (Signed)  Geo. R. BOOIH:} Judges,  prepared ready for them, and it wag taken into the
the Court Wi, WiLsor, - forecastle to them, but they said they could not eat it,
rematurely . ‘ ‘not being provided with spoons and knives, &c., to eat
- We concur in the above r eport. ‘ it with, their own utensils being hwit;h their baggage
manlike Signed R. Meravey, which bad not yet arrived on the s ip. Complaint was
sc:'x (Signed) WILHA?II Coskxs, }Assessor 8 mmade to the overlooker and he ordered the
\ro nof, nor

8@ requisites
to be supplied to the men, O

Annes 10 the Report Sufficient time being given for breakfast and it be-
was 34,000L :

' coming urgent that gquare eail should be set, the men
The ‘“ Dominion ” ig & sailing ship built of steel at were urged to come to duty, this they declined.to do,
value when Sunderland in the County of Durbam, in th

eyear 1891, stating that the crew was not complete and adding, asa
and registered at the port of Liverpool, Her official further reason, that they had not their sea clothes; the

her freicht §© number being 99,334. " She is & four-masted barque, chief officer, the overlooker and the Trinity .House
s of opinion and her dimensions, as Per register, are:—ILen th,

g pilot, who was now in charge, urged and entreated the

294 ft. breadth, 43 ft.; and depth of hold, 24 ft., and men to assist in making sail, but they still refased,

Tud being of the registered tonna%e of 2,39771 tons. She ith the hand
f, Judge. i i1li :

8 who were working, assisted by the rig-
omas, of 30 Brunswick ‘gers, the three lower topsails and upper main ‘topsail
had been got on the ship, the ship was breaking oft' and
certificate of compe- heading to the north-north-east. Five of the riggers
: tency as master, nambered 019,112, left the ship, with the cornpass adjuster, in the tug

- Agsessors, This is quite a netv ship, and proceeded on her first  which had bro - i

Yoyage from Sunderlaud on the morning of the 7th
December 1891, having on board a cargo consisting of then labouring, the Court is at a
0 tons of steel rails, 20 tons of plates

» and 2,358 tons why efforts were not made to ret
of coke, bound for Port Pirie 5_her draught of water at these men.
the time of leaving Sunderland was 18’ 3~ forward, and

3 .. On the captain arriving on board at 11.30 with the
ft. 6 in. aft, leaving the Plimscll marlk well out of baggage and the two men, he, perceiving the import-

the water, and the ship was in good trim and condi- ance, owin g to the incrensing and backing of the wind,

tion, and well-supplied with boats, compasses and all that more sail should be set, went himself to the 'fore.

: hecessaries, castle and ordered the men to duty ; they still refused
he crew engaged for the ship conmsisted of thirty  on the plea that the crew was not complete. The men

ands all told, part of whom were en aged at Sunder. were then mustered on deck, and individually ‘asked

land and sixteen at Liverpool, these %ﬂ.tter being sent by the master to turn to duty, but they refused, and

from Liverpool by the cight train in charge of a Board the ‘Board of Trade officer commenced to read. the

of Trade officer, and arrived at Sunderland Station in articles, ‘but the men walked forward, stating " that

the early morning, where they were met by the master: they knew all abous it, and refused to listen or g0 on

31d a local Board of Trade officer. After partaking of daty. After some considerable delay, and the captain
Tefreshments, cabg Wwere procured, and twelve of them aving given an undertaking not to proceed on the

Were taken down to the ship, two preferring to walk voyage until the crew was filled up, the men at last

fud two remaining with the baggage in charge of the . consented to assist in making sail; it was now blowing

local Board of Trade officer. The two men who said a'gale, and the porition of the ship was such that she
; ﬁ!iiy would walk down evaded the Board of Trade i

required to be tacked off shore immediately under.the
er and never turned up at the ship.. As the men i i i

. 3 Tound, owing to the sea and the force of the wind which
Shortly after this the men cere mustered and ten were  was now blowing a gale, the manceuvre failed, the ship
M board. The portion of the crew which had been  fell off, and there not being sufficient sea room either to -
Fblppeq ot Sunderland were all on board and at work, wear or make g second‘endenvonr to tack, the master,

0 addition to whom there were i

. on board six seaman in consultation with the pilot, took the only available
28.8'0':?8 who were there to agsist in getting the ship  course open for him, that was to run hig ship for Blyth

Harbour, then on his port bow, although he knew from
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the state of the tide the vessel must ground, he suc-
ceeded in getting withiu the longer prer and the ship
came to the ground a little to one side of the fairway,
the tide commenced to make, and the ship, with the
gale on hor broadside and the sails still set, bw_ 2d
further on to the lee shore. The crow were taken off
by the rocket apparatus, there being too heavy a sca
around the ship to enablo boats to be uscd. The master
and officers remained on board. Tho ship continued
stranded, and part of her cargo (about 200 tons of coke)
having been jettisoned, she was towed off on the
following Tharsday, the 10th December, and brought
round to Sunderland, where she now lies for repairs,
having sustained material damage.

Yhile ashore the ship rolled her topmasts over the
side, and is stated at this time to be making about
three inches of water per day-

At tho conclusion of the evidonce, the solicitor,
acting for the Board of Trade, desired the opinion of
the Court on the following questions:—

. 1. Why does it appear in the agreement that
25 hands all told are to be considered the ship’s full
complement when the master had authority from the
owuer to engage 30 hands P
dns.—This clause is a customary precaution of
ghip masters, and is inserted in the articles; tho
object being that in case of & deficiency of hands
by desertion or otherwise at the last moment,
before proceeding to sea, either at home or at a
foreign port, and this number 25 being, in the
opinion of the captain, a sufficient crew for the safe
navigation of the vessel.

2. What was the necessity for enga.éing 16 hands a.f,"

Liverpool, and for sending them by the night train
from that port to Sunderland ?
Ans.—This was & matter of convenience to the
owners.

3. Was the vessel in a fit state to proceed to sea when
she left that port?
Ans —Yes, in all respects.

4. Was there any undue haste in despatching her,
and, if so, what was the necessity for it ?

Ans.—There was no undue baste in despatching
the ship, it was desirable to ssve the tide and to
get the compasses adjusted as early in the day as
possible.

5. Were the men shipped at Liverpool fit for their
‘work when they boarded the vessel ?
Ans.—As far as the evidence shews, the men
were fit for work when they boarded the vessel,
excopt that they had no% got their sea clothing.

= 6. Was tho master and overlooker, both, or ecither of
them, justified in sonding the vessel to eca from Sug.
derland with the crew she bad on board at the time
sho left ?

Ans.—Inasmuch as the greater portion of the
crew were on hoard, and to make up for the four
men short (two of whom had deserted as the ghip
was hauling off the quay, and two who had ney
joined, baut for whom the captain was waiting)
there were six seaman riggers to assist in swinnirfg
the ship for adjusting compasses, and a.fterwc-:udg
to make s&ail, the master and overlooker werg
Jjustified in sending tho ship to sea.

7. Whether, when the master and two hands guh.
sequently boarded the vessel, the men who shipped gt
Liverpool were justificd in refusing duty P

Ans.—The men were not justified in refusing
duty.

8. Was every possible effort then made by the -
master to obtain additional hands?

Ans.—Every possible effort was made by the

. ‘master to obtain additional hands.

9. Were proper and sufficient measares taken by the
master and officers to prevent the stranding of the
vessel ?

Ans.—Under the circumstances the master and
officers made every effort to prevent the stranding
of the vessel.

10. What was the cause of the stranding of the
veseel P :

Ans—The cause of stranding was the refueal of
the men to do duty when ordered, which prevented
sufficient sail being set. The wind having increased
to a gale, and backing more and more to the north-
ward. The ship missing stays in consequence of
not baving sufficient canvas set, and the inability

of the tug to tow her round. '

11. Whether the master and officers are, or either of
them is, in default, and whether blume altaches to the
owuner and his overlooker, or either of them ? .

Ans.—Neither the master or oflicers are in de-
fault. No blame attaches to the ownor’ or his
.overlooker,

(Signed) Geo. R. Booru

War. Wiusox,

'} Judgeg.

" 'We concur in the above report.}
(Signed) R. MerrVEN,

Wisuiax CosENS, } Assessors.
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Mr. Augustus Blaney, » farmer, living closo to, was
the first on the spot to render assistance, he being fol-
lowed by Mr. Willjam Butler, chief officer of the const-

guard station, who with scveral others assisted the .

crew in landineg on the rocks, and couductcgl them up
the cliff. Mr. Butler’s arrival had been slightly de-
layed by his sending for rockets and summoning his
men to the spot.

The master and chief officer remained on the vesscl
_ for some little time. The former, who was suftering

from fatigue and exposure, poured out and drank half
a tamblerful of whiskey. The chief officer then called
him, saying that the people on shore wished him to
land. All the lights were thereupon put out; and the
chicf officer lowered himself over the side on to the
rocks. The master attempted to follow him; a sea
swent him off the rope on to the rocks bead first into a
gailey, from which he was dragged out by the heels by
the“chief and second officer, assisted by Mr. Blaney.

TlLe crew then procecded to Mr. Blaney’s house, and
on mustering there it was found that Charles Taylor,
the donkey-man, was missing.

Shortly after the vessel struck, he was seen by the

boatswain attempting to lower himself on to the rocks, -

and was twice told by him to remain on board ; but
when the vessel struck, Alexander Calder,an A.B., saw
him lower himself over the side with a rope, and shortly
afterwards heard a cry ; but nothing more was seen or
heard of him. .
The ship struck near the Gull Rocks, about 9 miles
castward of ¥almouth, and became a total wreck.

At the conclusion of the evidence, Dr. Raikes handed
in a report from the keeper of the Lizard Lighthouse,
+which ghowed the force of the wind to have been
twelve, and there can be little doubt that the ship in

her then state was too light to contend with it, owing
to the small quantity of cargo on board, to the water
ballast having been reduced from 203 to 173 tons, and

to nearly the whole of the coal having been burnt.

The Court considers that great credit is due to
Mr. Blaney, of Port Loe, for the promptitude with
which he came to the aid of the vessel, the assistance
he rendered, and the hospitable kindness with,which

14. Whether at any time during the voynge, or shortly
after the casualty, tho master was under the influcnce
of drink ? '

15. Whethor the vessel was navigated with proper -

and seamanlike care? .
16. Wnether the master and officers are, or either of
them is, in default ?

And stated that in the opinion of the Board of Trade
the certificate of the master should be dealt with,

Dr. Raikes and Mr. Ravenhill then addressed tho
Court, and judgment was given as follows :—

1. She had two compasses, one for steering by, and
a standard compass, both on the bridge. ‘T'hey appear-
to have been in good condition, and thoy were sufficient
for the safe navigation of the vessel.

2. Tho master stated that he had taken observations
from time to time to ascertain the deviation of his com-
passes, and that he had found them to agree with the
deviation card, according to which tho last adjustment
was, he believed, in 1885. The proper corrections appear
to have been applied to the courses.

3. Taking into consideration the season of the year,
the Court is of opinion that the vesscl had not suflicient
ballast when she left St. Michael’s. The quantity of
coal was sufficient for the passage to England.

4. The vessel, after leaving St. Michael’s, expericuced
continuous head winds, and was in consequence delayced
on her voyage, thus causinz her to run short of coal.
At noon on the 8th of March, the master decided to
make for an English port, and took proper measures
to do so. The weather being then moderate Lo was
justified in steering direct for Plymouth, although
Brest was the nearest port.

5. Proper measures appear to have been taken at

9.30 p.m. of the 8th March, to ascertain and verify the

position of the vessel.

6. A safe and proper course was set at 9.30 p.m. of
the 8th March, and due allowance was made for lee-

way.

anmanageable by the force of the wind.

7. Safe and proper alterations were made in the
course from time to time after 9.30 p.m., duo allow-
ance being made for leeway, until the ship became

€c’
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he received the whole of the shipwrecked crew. 8. The cause of the vessel becoming unmanageable

These were the facts of the cage, and on the conclu- about 5 p.m. of the 9th March, was the extremely o
sion of the evidence, Mr. Ravenhill put to the Court light draught of water of tho vessel in a gale of anusual ‘We concu
the following questions :— force,.and in a heavy sea. .

1. What number of compasses had she on board, 9. The short time the land wasseen before the vesscl . {
where were they placed, and were they in. good order stranded made it impossible to take any measuves to

. A 4 . 3 the vessel off it
and saflicient for the safe navigation ot the ship? keep .
2. Did the master ascertain the deviation of his com- 10. The causo of the casualty was that tho vesscl

passes by observation from time tc time? Were the :’:cf‘mo unmuf!l]n%mbl.?‘nndl d’i}“{fddon "'h]eo shore, in
errors of the compasses correctly ascertained, and the nscquence of her exiremely light draught and of tho

proper correction to the courses applied P

3. Whether when the vessel last left St. Michael's she
wag sufficiently ballasted, haviog regard to the voyago
she was about to undertake, and whether she had ut that

time a sufficient sapply of coal on board ?

4. What was the cause of the vessel running short of
coal, and whether at noon of the 8th March the master

_took proper measures to make for the nearest port ?

5. Whether proper measures were taken to ascertain’
and verify the position of the vessel at or about 9.30 p.m.

of the 8th March ?

6. Whether a safe and proper course was set ab
9.30 p.m. of the 8th March, and whether dae and pro-
per allowance was made for tide, currents, and leeway ?

7. Whether safe and proper alterations were made in
the course from time to time after 9.30 p.m., and
whether due and proper allowance was made for tide,

currents, and leeway? .

8. What was the cause of the vessel becoming un-

manageable about 5 p.m. of the 9th March ?

9. Whether, when the land was seen, prompt and pro-

per measures were taken to keep the vessel off it P
10. What was the cause of the casnalty ?

11. What were the circumstances in which the
donkeyman lost his life, and was every possible effort

made to 8ave him ?
12. Whether a good and proper look-out was kept?

13. Whetber the total neglect of the lead was justi-

fiable ?

* ’

unusual force of the gale. . This inquir

11. The donkey-engine man, named Charles Taylor,
who unfertunately lost his life, appears to have left the
vessel contrary to orders in the endeavour to save him-
self. The circnstances under which ho tried to get
on shore were unknown, and no measures were pos-

sible to have been taken to save him.

cold ard exposure.

15. The vessel was not navigated with proper and

seamanlike care.

16. The master is in _defaunlt for hdving left St.
Michael’s with such a light draught of water; but
taking into consideration the unusual force of the gale,

the Court does not deal with bis certificate.
(Signed) R. H. B. Mansmay, Judge.

‘We concur.

(Signed) JorN S. CastLE,
A, Roxarpson, » Assessors.
Jaxges KippL,

X 12. A good and proper look-out appears to have been
- kept. :

13. The total neglect of the lead was not justifiable. -

14. There was no evidence that at auy time during
the voyage the master was under the inflnence of drink.
He admisted tbac after the casualty occurred, and when
all the crew had been landed, he did take a half-tambler-
ful of whiskey, when he was suffericg from intense
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