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Z.. B. DRAGE.

(No. 3368.)

« LINDISFARNE” (8.8.)

The Merchant Shipping Acts, 1854 to 1876.

Ix the matter of a formal Investigation beld ai the
Town Hall, North Shields, on the 3rd and 4th
days of September 1889, hefore Ratru CoLuixs and
Joux F. Seexce, Esquires, assisted by OCaptains
R. Harraxp and G. Kesxerr Horg, into the circom-

. stances attending the stranding of the S.8. ¢ Lin-
DISPARNE,” of Neweastle-upon-Tyne, on the 22nd of

July 1889.

Report of Court.

The Court, having carefully inquifed into the cir-
cumstances attending the above-mentioned shipping

beam from half a mile to a mile off, the weather being -
thick over the land, and the vessel going full spe’egws“‘

The heim was put hard-a-starboard, and the vessel :

went off 2 points easterly, and then struck on some .. .

rocks about a quarter to half a mile off the land on her

starboard bilge under the sugine-room, and within five

minutes of the land having been seen. The engines .
were stopped and soundings taken round the vessel,
whgn 18 to 20 ft. was found forward, shoaling to 10 ft.
amidships, and deepening to 14 ft. aft, rock bottom, the
tide being last hour ebb. No wind, and sea smooth.
The water was pumped out of the after ballast tank,
and the vessel came off on the flood tide, between
9 and 9.30 p.m., by her own engines; but the pro-
peller being damaged in all blades, one 4% ft. off,
one 4 ft. off, one 18 to 20 in. off, and one 5 or 6 in. off,
the nominal length of blades being 5 ft. long. The
vesgel proceeded to Archangel, arriving there on the
25th, having stranded on the coast of Finmark, 28 miles
N.W. of the Island of Vardo. A survey was held, and
a damaged plate under the “boiler was temporarily
repaired and the vessel loaded for Hull, tnking in 440

casualty, finds, for the reasons stated in the anneX granderds of deals, where she arrived on the 16th of

hereto, that the casualty was: camsed by the master
te of speed in thick weather,
fied his position before
and the Court finds the
, alone in default, and
6,599, for a period of

proceeding at too great a ra
and tbrongh not having veri
getting or altering his courses,
master, Robert Reuben Bisho
suspends his certificate, No.

three calendar months from the date hereof.
Dated this 9th day of September 1889.

(Signed)

RarrH COLLINS,
Jonx F. SpENCE,

‘We concur in the above repori.

(Signed) RoBERT HARLAND,
Kexxerr Hore,
Annex to the Report.

This is sn investigation into the circumsta
attendine the stranding of the s.s. ‘¢ [indisfarne,
held at the Town Hall, North
Shields, before Ralph Collins, Esquire,
Spence, Esquire,
the Peace, assisted by Captains
ore (nautical assessors). Mr. F.

Newecastle-upon-Tyne,

mouth, and Jobn F.
Majesty’s Jnstices of

Harland and Kennett H
W. Dendy appeared on behalf of
and Mr. H. A. Adamson represented the master and
owners. The ¢ Lindisfarne.’
a screw steamer, built of iron i

dimensions :—Length, 2447 ;
depth, 17°5; of 1,205-78 gross,

tonnage. She is fitted with two compoun
surface-condensing eng
bined), is schooner rigge
of Newcastle-upon-Tyne,
been appointed managing owner 0
1875. From the evidence ad

duce

} J qstices.

} Assessors.

Mayor of I'yne-
two of

t}?zsf to S.E. $ E. magnetic, which would have been a very

Her

Angust and discharged her cargo. She then proceeded
to the Tyne, and was put into Messrs. Smith’s dry dock
on the 20th of August, where 9 plates were renewed on

the keel and a new propéller was fisted. In the opinion
of the Court this is a case in which the casualty, was
brought about by the vessel going at too great a rate of
speed in thick weather, and through altering the course
to the southward, viz., S.B. $ K. maguetic, and pro- -
ceeding on that course without verifying the position
of the snip at 1.30 p.m. ‘The vessel passed the North
Cape at 9 u.m., when it bore south 3 to 4 miles distant.
A course was then steered N.E. for 5 miles to give a
greater offing, and at 9.30 & course E. 3 S. magnetic
was set and steered till 1.30 p.m., by which time the
vessel had run 40 miles according to the shewing of the
taffrail log. Although close to high land the weather
was so thick that nothing had been seen since leaving
the North Cape. At 1.30 p.m. the course was altered

close course to have set in fine weather ard under the.
most favourable circumstances, but as no land had been
seen and no sights taken it was a highly dangerous
course to sev and steer; moreover, there was a quarter
of a poinc easterly deviation on this point of the

the Board of Trade, COLP2ss: and the variation which had been 5° westerly

7 official number 60,541, is
in 187anf t‘h33 i;:llowing
breadth, 30765 ; N
and 78404 registered only 40 miles
d direct-acting
ines of 99 horse-power (com-
d, and owned by Mr. I. 0. Scott,
and another, Mr. Scott having
n the 1st of November
d before the Court it

and

had nearly disappeared, and hence the vess€l was
not making the course the master stated when the
alteration was made at 1.30. p.m. To alter the
course to S.E. 3 R, after the vessel had gomne

North Cape, was a very improper alteration to make,
considering the state of the weather, and the subsequent
stranding of the vessel was brought about by this
having been done. In the Sailing Directions (page 417)
the master is especiaily advised to steer 507 east of the
Norsh Cape before altering to the southward, vat; by
his own shewing, he had only made 40 miles, and in the

appears that the “* Lindisfarne " left the- Tyne on the state of the weather could not be sure bhe had made

16th of July 1889 in water ballast, having a crew of
17 hands all told, under the command of Rob
Bishop, who held & certificate of competency,

bound for Archangel, the ves
forward, and 13 ft. 6 in. aft,

in good condition. Sh

all mounted and in

compass on the bridge,

by Blakeney & Co.

the main-deck, and 9 ft. from the bridge. and they
wore last adjusted on the 18th of April 1889 off the watch shon
She had three' boats, At the conclusion of the evidence the following

use, viz.,

and a steering com

eﬁg.RzguE]’:g%n deck except the master and the man at the wheel, con-

even that. That there should have been no one on

sidering the state of the weather, is still more repre-

tel drawing 8 ft. 6 in. hensible, the second mate and the watoh being engaged

being well found and : .
e was supplied with 3 compasses, in clearing out the holds, but in such deep water.

150 fathoms, we do not think the lead would have been

a pole 8":)(:»8: a?-:eg:ag of much service to him, and that fact alone should have

ointed out to the master that a atricter look-out was

The pole was 20 ft. high from imperative, and that at such times the officer of the

Tyne, by Morton, of Shields.

viz., a lifeboat, a cutter, an
master had C. Wilson’s Sailing
of the Coust of Norway and

which the vessel was

of July North Cape was sighte

navigate

estimated distance 3 to 4 miles.

course E. } S. magnetic W
1.30 p.m, when the log shewed
40 miles in the interval, that is,
p.m. The course was then a
netic, and at 6.30 p.m. land was sig

58302—101.

180.—9/89.

ltere

1d not have beer below.

and & jolly-boat; and the  gy.5tions were submitted to the Court on behalf of

Directions and Chart |} "Bogrd of Trade:—

White Sea,

Wt. 30.

E. & 8.

dated 1889, by
d. At 9 a.m. of the 22nd 1. What namber of cimpasses had the vessel on

d, bearing S. to S.8.W., bourd, where were they placed, and were they in good
The vessel then steered order, and sutficient for the safe navigation of the

N.E. for half an boar, going about 5 knots (the North vessel ?

Cupe then being out of sight) till 9.30 a.m., when o 9. When an .
as set and steered until and by whom were they last adjusted? ]

the vessel had ran 3. Did the master ascertain the deviation of his com-
from 9 a.m. to 1.30 passes by observation from time to time, were the
d to S E. § E. mag- errors of the compasses correctly asc_arm.med, and th:
hted on the starboanrd  proper corrections to the courses applied ?

d by whom were they made, and when

the starboard side, 1 plate on the port side, and part.of .

from an assumed position off the -

C e

P




2

-4, Whether proper measures were taken ab or aboubt

9.80 a.m. of the 22nd July last, and from time to time

.-thereafter, to ascertain and verify the position of the

" wessel? -

© 5. Whether a safe and proper course was get at or aboutb

* 9.80 a.m. of the 22nd July, and thereafter steered, and

whether due and proper allowance was made for tide

< and currents ? :

-2 8. Whether safe and proper alterations were made in
_ the course from time to time thereafter, and whether

' due_and proper allowance was made for tide and

- currents?

7. Whether, having regard to the thick state of the

: w_eat}lxgr,' the vessel was navigated at too great a rate of

~ gpeed? .. ,

- 778, Whether a good and proper look-out was kept P

' 9. Whether the total neglect of the lead was

~ justifiable? : ' '

9710. What was the cause of the casualty ?

11. Whether the vessel was navigated with proper

and seamanlike care?

12. Whether the master and officers are, ot either of

them is, in default ?

In the opinion of the Board of Trade the certificate
of Robert Reuben Bishop, the master, should be dealt
with. '

" 1. The vessel was gupplied with three compasses,
viz., & pole compass, a Steering compass on the lower
bridge, and & binnacle compass aft. They were in good
order and sufficient for the navigation of the vessel.

2. They were made in 1870 by Blakeney & Co., and
they were last adjusted by Morton, of South Shields,
- on the 18th of April 1889.

~ 8" The master did not ascertain the deviation of his
compasses by observation from time to time, but

gtated that he verified the correctness of hi aRes
from time to time when opportunityhcl)sc::gggs sgs
bezrinNgs taken from objecti: on shore, v

. No measures were taken at 9.30 a.m.

July, or from time to time thereafter, tOOfvgll-li?‘ 22131(1
position of the vessel. J the

5. A safe course was set at 9.30 a.m. of the 22nq
July. No allowance seems to have been made for tide
or current. - '

6. A safe and proper alteration was not made in the
course thereafter, and no allowance was made for tide
or currenf.

7. The vessel was navigated at too great a rate of
P im 1 look-out from th

. The usnal look-out from the upper bridg
kept by the officer on watch. bpe ge s

9. Taking into conmsideration the nature of the
goundings off East Finmark the lead would have been
of little service.

10. The casualty was caused by the master pro.
ceeding at too great a rate of speed in thick weather
and through not having verified . his position befors
getting or altering his courses.

11. The vessel was not navigated with proper and
gseamanlike care.

The Court finds the master alone in default, and sus-
pends his certificate, No. 26,599, for a period of three
calendar months from the date hereof.

(Signed)  Rarem Corzms, ,
Jorx F. SpENCE, }'T ustices.

We concur in the above judgment.

(Signed) Ronm;;r Hﬁ%ﬁ;fm’ } JT—
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