(No. 1805.)
« BELTED: WILL.”
The Merchant Shipping Ac ts, 1854 to 187 G_i

Ts the ‘matter of the formal Tnvestigation held at the -

Sessions’ House; Westminster; on the 24th’of May -

1883, before’ H. C. Rorrery, Esguire, Wreck Com:

Inissioner, assisted by Captain HYDE"‘aind Captain -

ParrisoN, as Assessors, into the circumstances

attending the -damage sustained by the sailing ship::

-+« BprTep’ WiLL,” through' striking on ‘& rock off-

St. Catherine’s Point, Island of Ascension, on- the - : out 500.ton: -ca
. ' . to its destination in other vessels.

24th of November 1882.

Répért of Cowrt.

The Court, having carefully inquired into the circim-
stances of the above-mentioned shipping casnalty, finds,
for the reasons annexed, that the damage sustained by
the said ship was due to her having been kept by the
master, Philip Ahier, on a course too close to the shore,
and to his. having mistaken the inner for the outer
beacon - at the entrance to Clarence Bay, his chart, .
which was dated 1872, shewing only the outer beacon.
Although the Court is of opinion that the master has’
been guilty of negligence in the '
véssel, it will not under the circumstaiices deal with
his certificate. -

The Court is
costg.:. .- | N ,

Dated this 24th day of May 1883.:

(Signed) H. C. RoTEERY, =~
s ‘Wreck Commissioner.

not asked 'to make:'a.ny’;or.der as to

We concur'in the above report.
(Signed) GEeorcE HYDE,

Jorx L. PATTISON, }Assessors.

Anmex to the Report. '

This case was heard at the Sessions House, West-
minster, on the 24th day of May 1883, when Mr.
McConnell appeared for the Board of Ttrade, and
Mr. Williams for the master of the ‘‘Belted Will.”
Seven witnesses having been produced by the Board of
Trade, and examined, Mr. M°Connel handed in a state-
ment of the questions upon which the Board of Trade
-{dégired the opinion of the Court. Mr. Williams then
prgduced a witness, and having addressed the Court on
shiglf of the master, and Mr. M°Connel having been
ard: in reply, the Court proceeded to give judgment
'orf the questions on which its opinion had been asked.
_ The circumstances of the cage are as follow :—

The ¢ Belted Will,”” which is a wooden ship, belong-
ing to the port of Workington, of 812 tons gross and
773 tons nett register, was built at Workington n the
year 1863, and at the time of the casualty which forms
the subject of the present inquiry ghe was the property
of Messrs. Bushby and others, Mr. John Henry Bushby,
of No: 9, Fenchurch Street, in the City of London,
being the manager. She left Manilla on the 27th of
Angust last for London, with a crew of 21 bands all

told, and a general .cargo of about 900 tons; and at .

about 6 a.m. of the 24th of November following sighted
the Island of Ascension. It seems that on the day
before, the pipe leading to the port tank had got
damaged, and as they. had only encugh water for a
week’s consumption in the starboard tank, the master
determined to call atthe island to obtain a fresh supply;
and with that view he put her upon the starboard tack,
intending to pass to windward of the island along the
east side, and to approach Clarence Bay from the north-
ward, in accordance with the directions- contained: in
Horsburgh’s Work, which was the only one that he had
on board. About an hour afterwards the fore top-
gallant sail blew away, upon which the master deter-
mined to go to leeward of the island, and he accordingly
put her on the port tack to pass round the west side,
and thus approach Clarence Bay from the gouth. At
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out from . Port Thornton, and he accordingly kept'it . .
about two points-on-hig starboard bow. After they had ; -

navigation of "his

ebout 1 p m. they were abreast of St. Catlhierine’s
distant, as he supposed, about; 13 miiles ; ;and’ sovn after- "
wards; seeing a beacon ahead, he tobk it-for’ the bHedcon.”
ab the western extremity of the reef of rdcks which riins

been on this course for about 10 to15 minutes the vessel’
suddenly struck, upon. which orders wers at once .given
to starboard the helm and: to back the main ‘topsail, and .,
in about 8. or 10 minutes afterwards -she came off, but -
it. was then .found that she, was making’ water fast.
They: succeeded in . getting her ‘into, Clarence’ By, "
and anchored: her in 12 fathoms, but by that' time"

there was a. good deal of water in her.” Assistance,'” ;

however, having been: obtained, from  the ' shore théy ~
were able to clear her, but it was: deemed expedient 0
take out abont 500 tons of the cargo, and to forwatd it *

s .de in o . On sibseguently”’
‘examining the bottom with the help of a diver,it'was
found that there was a hole on the port. side nob, far’
from the keel, with a piece of the _rock sticking 'in i,
and that-a quantity. of . copper had been rubbed’ off ‘the'’

bottom.  After temporarily repairing

Martinique, where ‘she was ;put into dry” dock, ‘the.

damages repaired, and the remainder of the'cargo’.

.baving , been. re-shipped, she continued” her ‘voyage,
arriving in this conntry.on the 26th of ‘Aprillast.

il

These being the: facts of the ¢ase, the first quéstion”
upon which our opinion has -been ‘asked 'js’,,‘i‘fWhétﬁéi‘_;"

‘< the vessel was provided with proper: and "g‘sn'ﬂ':'g‘cfi’g"’xiit_‘.( y

“ charts, and whether the owner took propér méasures’
| ain that' the charts on bosrd were ‘proper”
« and sufficient for, the voyage, and ‘that they!contained .

. to -ascertain:

“ the latest. corrections?” 1t seems that the miaSter.
had t6 supply. his own charts, and  that -the’ 6wnet had .
nothing tio'do, with them. This I 'am told is the Hsusl,
arrangement’ on board vessels of thiis’ class, axd’ Mr..
Hall told us thas it:was the practice in'all their Yé55els. .
According to the master, the only chart ;
which. he had on board, was Imray’s Chars,of thé South .

Atlantic, corrected to 1872, and' the:7th’ edition ‘of

Horsburgh’s Book of Instructions. The chart was one- -

which the master had purchased on obtainhing his certi-
ficate as a master in 1872, and was, therefore, ten years
old. In one respect it-was defective, for it shewed only
one beacon to mark the reef of rocks running out from
Tort Thornton, wheress there are two, one at the dis-
tance of #ths of a mile from Fort Thornton to indicate

the western end of the reef, and another at about 4 of=

a8 mile off to mark its eastern end. In other respects
the chart seems to have been a good onme, and would
have been quite sufficient, if examined carefully in con-
junction with the book of instructions, to have enabled
him to steer clear of the reef on which he struck.

The second question that we are asked is, ¢ Whether,
“ having regard to the chart and the géailing instruc-
¢¢ tions on board the vessel, the master was justified in
“ trying to navigate her into the harbour of Ascension
¢ from the southward?” The master has told us thab
be had intended to approach Clarence Bay from the

northward, in accordunce with Horsburgh’s Instruoc-’
* tions; but that, having lost his fore topgallant seil, .

and the weather being very puffy, he thought it better
to go to leeward of the igland, and we are not prepared
to say that he was not justified in taking that course.
At the same time, if he chose to ‘approach Clarence
Bay from the southward, it was incumbent upon him
- to take every precaution to steer clear of the reef of
rocks, which he would then have to pass,
his instructions tell him extends for some three-quarters
of a mile in a W.N.W. dire¢tion from Fort Thornton. .
The third question upon which our opinion has been
asked is, ¢ Whether a good and proper look-out was
“ kept? ” Itseems that the captain and the third mate
were on the poop looking out, the chief officer was

.

directing the taking in of the sails,. and the second

- officer was getting the chains ready fo bring up. There

was, however, no look-ont man gtationed forward, and
' T am told by the assessors that this would not be usual,
it being daylight, and the captain and the third officer
on the poop aft keeping a look-out. The rest of the
hands were engaged, some taking in sails, some getting
ready the anchor to let go, so that in the opinion of the
assessors the master was not to blame for not baving
had a look-out man forward at the time. :

Pojpty
tigwdl’

, emporarily repairing her sufficiént fo .
navigate ; her within -the ‘tropics, they . proceeded’ to. .
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" The fourt tion which we are asked is, ¢ Whether ¢ should be dealt with.” And first as regards’ the o K
;i'.«,’r'[t;‘;: f;?:g&,&%?ﬁgg lead was justiﬁable?”" We are’ managing owner: Seeing that the Legislature has not

" told that it was a showery morning, rendering it ex- thought fit to make it obligatory upon owners to

" tremely difficult to judge distances; if so, it would supply their masters with charts, 1t is not possible for

v for him to have taken @ cast of the uS to say that the managing owner is to blame in this w e
' hf;: ﬁeﬁaep::f%i; gt? 319 ship depended on his being at case. Iam, however, informed by the assessors that it 1 ST
1d, 8g t0e saluhy. . v : is the practice in all the large steam companies for the o

‘auffcient dist from. - Lore. - He told us that :
'%é§%%§;‘?g¥ﬁ dﬁ&ﬁ?%ﬁﬁfﬁiﬂe and a half outside - owners to supply charts to their masters, but that in
st Catherine’s “Point, but as & matter of fact he must the smaller clasg of vessels they do not do 80, the masters . Lt s

hale been within “half a mile of it when he passed it; - supplying them .themselves.. This is no doubt to be R 3 e T
. “gnd if the atmospbere was 80 ‘deceptive; he onght to- regretted, for whilst the masters of large vessels, being ' o T
havé taken s cast of the lead to satisfy himself of his - generally gentlemen of position and means, might R ‘ T
V0 A R SR : fairly be trusted to supply themselves with the newest " - The Me
and best charts, masters of smaller vessels, with less ’ e o

sorrect distan¢e from the shore. . - = . :
. ‘The*ifth question which we are asked is, * What was

ccimal AT e 5 99 Tt geems that the instruction and often with. very insufficient means, - ' o )
ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁfg ‘925‘1‘71:1[3-],:;211:2%? within balf a mile of coyld hardly be expected - to do -so. The assessors - B In f'hf" Tmatte
T e 2B oint, saw & boacon a little on his star-  think thab 16 would be well if owhars wore a'ways ] Newoastk
" board bow, snd believing it to be the outer beacon required, before sending their vessels to sea, to ascer- & . H C.R
“marking ‘the western extremity of the reef, which is at " tain that they,were supplied with proper charts for the _ 7 amsisted t
o' distance of #ths of a mile from Fort Thornton, he ~ voyage ; but that is not the law at present.. Asregards : " RN, ssA
" eontinmed 'his’ course, keeping the beacon about two the blame for this casualty, it of course rests with the . the sappe
oints on his §tarboard bow. As'a fach, however, it was  master, who had the sole charge of the mnavigation, the A Supp!
D O incon. which s only about-a quarter of a officers being otherwise, engaged. No-doubt it was an i . Bunderls
Tnile from Fort Thornton, snd marks the eastern end of act of very great negligence on his part.to keep his - . whilst on
i feof. The result was that he ran on the reef mid- vessel within half a mile of the shore, when he knew or © Mareh las
 way Yetween the two beacons, which geems to have been ought to have known t_gab there was a reef of rocks in ‘ . o
" ihiosole canse of the casuslty.. R . -his way running some %ths of a mile out to sea, and to .
" 'The'sixth question which we are asked is, © Whether - mistake a beacon at only a % of mile from the shore for . S :
' Tho ‘vessel was' navigated With proper and seamanlike ~one which was some $ths of & mile from it. . On the - The Court,
" ¢qie P . To kéep the vessel within balf & mileof the ' other hand, the master had been on deck from the time : stances of the
. ghore, when his chart ‘and his sailing directions shew the island was sighted with his chars opened out before * : for the reasor
“ Tim that there is & reef rtunning oub -some three him directing the navigation of the vessel, and he sesms | . on her last v
quarters’ of a mile from it, and to continne his course to have been misled by the incorrect chart which he had ] condition, so
ander thess: circnmstances w ithout taking ‘any steps to = 0D board ; g,nd under these circumstances the agsessors ; machinery ; ¢
riain his exact distance from the shore; mistekinga are disposed to take a lenient view of the case, and they k- overladen ; &:
bencon which was only a3 of a mile from Fort Thornton ” will therefore not desl with his certificate, trasting that : 1 was lost, but
for one whlc'h he was told was from % to #ths of & mile ; he wﬂl} bg more cautious future. . : k in the gale w
off it, was neifher proper nor geamanlike PO.I!d,UCt- 3 " The Court was not asked to make any order as to . 3 The Court
The last quiestion that we are ackod W hether the  costs. : - ot
< master and officers are, or either of them 1S, 1n g€- ; . - C , = B i
- «fonlt; and whether blame attachies to the managing ’ (Signed)- H. C. ROVSTHEBE’ Commissio ) B _Datedvtb*lss.
«'owner’; and whether, in the opiion, of the Court, 1t g reck Lommugsioner ®
«s'ig. the duty.of all owners to_afcertain that their ' _ ‘ B _
« yessels’ are supplied with Proper and safflolent - We concur. . | - | | We conc
.« Charts, and ‘that such charts contain the labest cOre : Signed GrorcE HYDE . : Si
¢ reotionsP” 'And it.is added “that ‘‘the Board of ( gne ). Jomx L. P Amison,}Assessols' (Si;

¢, Trade are of opinion that the certificate of the master - : . ‘
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