ner.
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Cooessl o
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= , ", _' AU ‘ ‘ vore e ' '.z ’ - o .
" i Mrhant Shippiag Ao, 1854 to 876,

. In the. mabter of the formsl. Tnvestigation held ‘af : E

' “Glasgow, onthe 20th, 2lst, 22nd,. and’23¢d’ daya

- -of ‘March.1883, before H: C. Rotiery, Esquire} "
¢ " Wreck ‘Commissioner,  :aesisted . by .. Commander- -
.2 ""Bugwey, \R:N.,  Captain ' Pareifr;. and:! Captain -’

" .BEASLEY, s8 Assessors,.into’ the. - circumstances .Bbék,a-'bﬁt he -wind ' the

.. attending the. damage’ ¢aussd by fire to'the ssiling
* ship. ““ Faicoxn,” and" the stubsequent ' stranding

_ #nd loss of the; said ship; on the 19th of February '

R Reportofﬂourt v P
. - The, Conrt; having catefully - inquired  into the, eir- .

Saturday , the, 13th they:
Sunday the 14th . it wa

oL-ieav

“.. camstances' of the above-mentioned shipping. casualty, ¢ ;’

+ ' finds; for ‘the. reasons annéxed, that having régard to -
‘. ber: age and"condition, and to the quantity of  coal

- ‘which she’had on board, the said ship wasnotin & good

, and ,seaworthy condition. when sheleft Greenock,
: “~January last; and. that Joseph’Robinson, the owner,
. «-and George Grévett, the master who had charge of her,
.. from Greenock until she put’ into' Campbelltown, are

" +regponsible respectively for having sent ‘and taken her -

+0 sea in-that state. - The Court also finds that James: ..

* Burnes, the master :who had charge of her: from Camp-
. belltown, was in'a state of intoxication o the 11th and

16th of February, and again on the 19th of February, '

.. ~when/'the fire broke out, and that- he not only took
'*.’ho_proper- steps. to put it omt, bat prevented others ;:
CdofmgEo: o, T e iy
"+ For these wrongful ‘acts’ and. defanlts the :Court -
.. cancels the master’s certificate of the. said James Byrns,:

biit recommends’ that in lien thereof 'he be allowed'a
. 'The Court is not: asked- to make, any order as to.
' .:)QO.S“GB_’.. . o e : R RN Ny ._ .

., 'first mate’s certificate. . .~

" Dated this 23rd day of March 1883, .

v (Signed) .H.'C. ROTHERY, "
coe e ot 'Wreck Commissioner.
'We concur in the above report, . '
", . (Signed): . Henmy D. BumnEY, ,
e e RN IR, . ABsessois
.. . Wu. Papmgr, OSRGOS
v . . Trs, BEASLEY, . '

. e Yy b

e . Annex to the Report:  © . .

. 'Thiscase waa heard at Glasgow, on the 20th, 21st,
- .922nd,.and 23rd days:of March 1883, when Mr. Douglas-
. . appeared for the Board of Trade, Mr. Murray for the:
owner and. master of. the ‘‘Falcon,” and Mr.: Cook.
and Mr. Naismyth for the owners. of the colliery from.
which the cargo of coal, which she had on board, came.’

. Eighteen witnesses having been produced by :the Board
of Trade.and examined, Mr. Douglas handed in- a
stntemeént of the questions:upon which the Board -of. .

Trade desired the opinion of the Courf. Mr. Naismyth

and Mr. Murray then addressed the Court on behalf of -
their respective. ﬁa.rties, and Mr. Donglas having been °
‘hesrd in reply, the Court praceeded :to_give judgment .-
" on the questions on, which.its opinion had been asked.
. The circumstances of the case are as-follow :—, . .. Lo
The ‘ Falcon,” which was & wocden barquentine,

i

.+ belonging to.the port of Arundel, of 318 tons gross, and -

302 tons net register, was built at. Sunderland in. the -
yesr 1864, and at the time of her loss was the property - -
" ©of ‘Mr. ‘Joseph Robinson, of Littlebhampton, . in . the
* - county of :Sussex, shipowner, and others, Mr. Robinson
." . being. the managing owner. She- lefs 'Greenock .on ..
Tuesday, the 9th of January. last, for Buenos Ayres,

with a cargo of.522 tons of coal, and a crew of 10 hands, ;

- -comsisting of Captain Grevett as master, & mate, a boat-

swain, & cook and  steward, 3 A.B's. and 3 apprentices.

On getting .outside, although the wind .was guite fair-

1867, 1516,  150—4/83. Wt 171, E. &8.

by
‘a8, {heﬁwggn' t:. John’s

" and the Isleof Man, - when th:

and the ship of* course o yma. .

4 and 6 o’clock the.same evening:b

requested ‘the captain: to put bac

saying that the vessel.was making:

that they did not consider her to be rort)
captain, however, refusing'to dg:s0,; and say
should go on. with:her to Baenos: Ayres,, th
the crew stated that they..would :do no'mor
retired - to .the ~deck-houge,’ :leavin
Lawrence st the  helm, ~whilst'.the’ cap
retired to the cabin: At about.9, Lawre
been at the helm since 4 o’cléck: withont having h
anything ta eat, left the helm and went info the deck:
house, ‘upon .which the boatewain took . the- helm:

remained a$ ib, until Tawrence returned. in. about half
an-hour afterwards. During this: time the ‘'weathe
had: become worse, .and. the vessel was drifting befor
the gale with her sails all-loose, heading to the eastwar
At length at, about11. ¢’clock- the mate came on:d
and told. the boatswain: that.Je, was going. to take:

- command of the-ship .and. to-stger- her for some p )

safety, and that he, the boatswain, was:to take his plas
Upon, this the nién at onee st to Work,

up the sails went to. the:pumps, when , .
durinig the seven hours that they bad been:off wo
had made ‘avery. great deal of water.. , Whilsf they.were
at the, pumps the captain’ came up and resumed the




- 'the * Faldon,” upon which he'at: once ordered the boat -
“to-be lannched, and with five of his men’ and three
st she wasaking . ~fishermen pulled out o her, snd in. ten minutes from "
o legvethio pumps. the time oF fixet seaing the' fire, oy wero alongsid;
4 essel lost - ‘and all hands st once jumped on board excépt 6ne, who =
pper was left ‘in the boat to take charge of her;‘”:‘(gh"ﬁoardihg’--- ‘
. 'we are told that the captain was standing by the main. - -
- mait, some ‘of 'the  crew were forward getting out the
- ‘lifeboat, whilst the after part of. the vessel was all jn" .
_‘flames. "' Mr. Doorne . said: t0 ‘the ‘captain that hé had"
cyeni T come with his crew to render assistance; the’ captain. - -
finding that - replied, ** What to do? " The chief officer 'answered,
~baving lost - to put the fire out; upon whick the captain’said, *¢ Let
ny ‘and - .¢‘everything alone, officer ; you ‘can’t put it out, she’ll
e-16th: Mr. ' ‘* pat: it 'out herself presently.”: "At-dbout this:tinte.
“went ‘oni’ board .. ‘Mr. Doorne’s. attention was ‘calléd,by one of his.men to
88 told: s - the Fact.that there was a butket ‘of Tum in: the déck--. .
at-occasion.. . house; and that the ¢rew were drinking’it,'two of them ',
received. ' ‘being: already' ar‘unk. T With sonie -difficulty ‘they suc-'-
w ‘to " ¢eeded in getting the bucket of ‘rum; as well as a bottle -
the captain ' - of ‘spirits,. which: Livingstone had-got hold! of, away
then - from him, andinthrowing:the ram: over. the side; and
he ' finding' that thé captain‘would not allow them to do
s anything towards putting the fire out, Mr. Doorne went
- on'shore, leaving ‘the chief bodtman:behind, and tele- _
s graphed to the receiver, at Stranraer, that the vessel - "
| thensaid to: was:on fire, snd that the captain refused all assistance..
traightforward - Having.done so he again réturned to: the vessel, and lay
o master replied. - alongside until.the mate came .and told: him that the-
: Doorne asked him. ' ¢éptain wanted t0.speik to him. ' Upon his' jumping on
thera he discovered board, the ‘captain told him that he might take charge -
ke r - of the ship, and: do what he pleased -with her,’ He’
Tiad on board; from. acoordiigly sét the jib-and ‘snd fore popmast steysail,.
and; having lipped the cable; proceeded with the coasts .
-guard boat towing shead, it being itpossible them'to..
- go - aff t0 steer her, towards the shore, where they’ -
" ““beached her diréctly opposite'the village. . -Having then "
. stopped.up the scuppers. they cut: holes in the deck to. =~
‘to ~allow the water fo get'to’ thé fire; bub owing ‘to, her -
g'ithen seale - Baving 'a list' to starboard, the water'sll rarn over to.
. and - starboard, and;they had' then to bore holes in the bows, -
-h On_Sunday. - and-abreast of the mainmast, t0,allow the water- to get:
“the : into'the hold. 'The tidé'was, however, falling, and the~
in_ fire had then, got'suol Kold iof the after end of the - -
gram,. vessel, that little effect was produced.” arly in the. . '
_ afternoon ‘one of the men and.the three apprentices left ; "
they were_followed ‘afterwards by the remainder of:the , . =

v

joutb : inutes without saying a. crew ; ‘and at 7 o’clock the captain went on shore with - .~
length’ stated that he: iwould not: send the chief officer of the coastguard, to speak with Lloyd’s *: = ..
. nd thereupon. the ‘chief officer agent, who had come:up. Very shortly afterwards the
crnors s T e s yesgel, slipped off 4heébank into” deep water, and the . -
rning, the 19th, at about 9.30 five coastguardmen and a fisherman; who were on board,
teward left the.galley on deck,: were obliged to take tothe rigging, whence they were
ince about '8.30;..and ‘proceeded . ~rescued by & 'shore boat; which-happened:to be on the
“on stepping into the companion = §pot at the time. Happily there was no loss-of life,
‘and smoke. coming out from round & - but the vessel and ‘cargo have been }otally lost. o
ottom of the companion.ladder. . . These being the facts of the case, thé Board of Trade:
he master’s attention to-it; and - have put to us a somewhat formidable list.of questions.
g called"aft, they began to.pour: I am bound, however, to say that they bring out very
‘ buckets on: to- the trap hateh. . After: clearly all” the points which:hsdve arisen in this very . :
bitg' this for. about & quarter of an ‘hour or twenty. important case; and I shall therefore proceed to con-' .
okeand fire decreaging, the captain' sider them inorder. , .. - .. o
ave off, and sént,them forward to get = = Now the first question. which we are agked is,
:No attempt, however, wis made to ‘- Whether when the vessel left .Greenock she was. in
ow the fire had. originated, and no signal was.: ‘% good and. seaworthy condition, aund-if not, ‘whether
- shore for. assistence;.bub the crew went - - the owner used all Teasonable means-to ensure' the
in continued to walk the poop;  °“ vessel being sent to sea in a seaworthy state ”* The-
d’to_the-galley. to allow. time for ~vessel was, as. L have already said, built'in fhe year '
steam to clear away, there being still too 1864,and was originally classed Al at Lloyd’s for -nine-
‘allow-hiin to get down to_the cabin. . In about . years, which under the new rufes was. éxtended to 10
‘or-an hounr and. a<half afterwards the smoke . years,in 1874 she was continued in'the same class for
-5in burst out with redoubled force, and it Seven years more, but in June 1881, after tndergoing
npossible'to-go down the companion, some . _ some repairs, she was classed Al iy red for six years.
‘got“into ‘the cabin through 'the skylight, After this she made a voyage to ‘the River Plate, and
an the.sextant, chronometer, some.clothes, returned with a cargo of meat fibrine to Antwerp, where
S “provisions, and,the cask of Tum. ‘The captain . Captain Grevett took command- of her’; and under his .
tlich told  the Tuate to draw the bung, and to give them - command she made two voyages to the:\Balt’;‘c, return- -
- a.drink all round, he and the mate partaking of it-with ing with'timber, then took a cargo of ‘coal from Shields '
The rum: was poured into a.Jug, and was handed . to_ Southampton, whence she came to'Greenock in
yonnd to them: /in turn, each 'taking what he liked. ballast. She has belonged all dlong to the sgme owners,

ngstone, one of the ‘men, having then poured-the: 'and although originally employed in ‘the grain trade, .,
o or oF :

& Tum into.a bucket, threw the cask into” had of late gone somewhat down in the worid, lier two
save the rum, as he said, from the fire, - last voyages from abroad being with lumber*from the - -’
the deck-house forward, where he'and: Baltic. On one, if not on both these voyages, as well

others-of the'érew helped themaelves'so freely to it, that - “as on the voyage from Shields to Southampton she had .

of them became intoxicated.. : been found to be leaking, but theé leak:could not be

T the meantime. Mr: Doorne; - the- chief-officer, who  found. Accordinglyon her arrival at Greenock Captain.
Yiad been engaged all the morning with his men in the Grevett tested her, first with smoke, and then. with '
house - cleaning' ‘the boat, left at abouf half-past - water, to try and find otit this secret:leak, but wllthqut :
eléven'to ‘get his letters, and whilst reading them his - success. When therefore the cargo was put into ‘her at
tion waa'called to the smoke and flame ‘on board (?rreenock; the following may be said to have been her

.o v
5 .
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ondition; she was-19 years old, classed.:Al-in'red- for -
. gixX‘years; of which two were past,'and.she had a:secret -
- lesk which showed itself: Wheriever’she, was: loaded,
~ Pelow the 19th 'or 14th footmark. - And now what was

 "hér behavior ‘after-the voyage had ‘commencad, She

‘Toaked a, starting, she leaked whilstlying of Camighell- -

town, she léaked in Loch Ryan, and she’ leaked  badly

. “when ghe got into heavy Weather.. =~ -’07 v enn”
" {And now let us'see; wha osfgo and what, smotnt of
% -freeboard she had on‘this'voyage..' On the voyage froin -
- Shields to- Southsmptor, she had, we are_told, about
. 480 tons on_board, but oh thia voyags she had 1o, less -
- ‘than 522 tons, or about 40- tons more, than -on' the pre- '
“'vious voyage, she'had leaked.a gdod.dealf.dn,thgt A

and as
..+ ‘yoyage, it would .be fair to conclude thati she: would -
©* ".eak a good deal more on this. ‘The gross toiinage:dlso
. of ‘the vessél being’ 318 tons, 522 tons’ would be about .
.. 13 of the. gross'tonnage, which for a vessel of. herage "
- . and’ class certainly pggars to be a véry large cargo. . 1«
..~ Let us see, however, what her freeboard was.’ ’.%Zt.":s‘e_emd - free"fro; yrites, 1
" that on leaving Greenock she drew 16 feet 5-inches that ‘is” quite- possible that some: portion
~ ‘forward and 16-feet 6 inches uft, and that her freeboard -over the'sieve, and thus get mixed with th
.- was about 3 feet 1 inch. Now, was this a sufficient free- ... Mr., Murra  ‘also u :
.., board ?, I find from the Board of Trade rules thats sail- = Boyal ' Comm ion
ing vessel of 300 tons under deck tonnuge, and the under .- O
deck tonnage’ of this vessel was 311 tons, ought to.have ¥
- ‘a freeboard of 22 inches to every foot-depth of: hold,"
" ®nd ag the depth of this vessel’s. hold was 1665 ‘feet,  Obj
. . that would give us a freeboard of 36-63 inches or abont'
8 feet'and half dninch. This, however, would be the-  and he
- jnininum freeboard for a first-class Vessel of ‘her size, - ¢ .on- the

2

" which would, have' to be;increased whenever, owing to. - page 692 it is said thab .
.- the age ‘or construction of the vessel, it appeared to ' °’ ~on medical-jurisprudence
-, the surveyor' to be necessary. Again, what freeboard ~.“ ‘matters which -they contai
.- would Lloyd’s rules, give usP" We-have not all:-the by oral evidence of sci
' materials for estimatidg accurately the fréeboard under ' ;. passages.
‘those rules; but taking her length from the insideof the.
. gtém to the fore side of the-rudder post:tobe beabout
110 feet, her co-efficient of fineness would be: about ‘63,
-4nd taking the mounlded depth at 18 feet, we obtain from-
Table D 4 freeboard of about: 3 feet 3 inchesas & mini- * of - &
mum for'a first-class ship, which, however, the *“Falcon : ted:
tertainly was 'not.. On the ‘whole; looking ‘at 'her age ~ Went the. h of saying 1 .
and character, and to the existence of this secret leak, 'placed on the opinions. expres
" . the assessors are of opinion that she was not, when she ‘Professor Abel, :§ ught’ . to
... 1eft Greenock, in & sufficiently good and seaworthy con- - 0 depose. t he “co:
.+ dition to’ carry so heavy a cargo. And they -cannot. :
" acquit the owner of having deéspatched her whilst in
" that condition on 8o long & voyage, more especially atb
-that season of the year. © . ...~ - © D
" The seécond question which we are asked is, ‘ Whether -
. “the coals shipped on board this vessel are dangerous - 8rrivec; i 188 Goct C ‘
* ¢ for shipment on - long voyages” The coals which .the ‘habit, in’ these ‘coal: cases, of )
were shipped.on board this vessel, came, we are told, .regards the views expressed by Dr. Percy, 'rof
.- from the. %o’g and Home Farm Colleries, which are Abel, it ‘cértainly would nof ‘add to' their we
" sitnated ,at Bothwell, near Hamilton, and belong to s, if some less eminerit’ person cal o
. Messrs. Hamilton, M°Culloch; and Co.  They are com= that_he had read their opinions, a
monly known as the Duke of Hamilton’s splint coals; _them. 'The subject of’ spontaneous
and the seam’ from which they came has been 'very . a.ltogéther new. to the Court, an
‘clearly described to us by Mr. Moore, the Government accustomedito régard this report
Tnspector for the east coast of Scotland. = “From'the -amthority in these cages. ~ At the'same i
drawing which he has givenus of the seam, it appears - prepared to . go - to : the (,\lgngﬂ;_' cont
that it consists of five layers; the uppermost, which ‘Mr: Muriay, thatthe number'of cases
is about 6 inches deep, is of an inferior quality, and is -appendix to .the report . of - spontane

venerally left as & roofing;then comes a layer about hsving occured -in_cargoes of *splint, carg
.%2‘ inche’;rs deep of good l%a.rd gplint, coal ; then a layer ‘proof that the .coal with which: thi
about 8 inches deep of gas coal; below that a layer Wwas liable to spontaneous combustio
about 20 inches deep of what is called free coal; and remembered that there i splint ‘coal,

then another- layer, of inferior cosl 'about 6 inches- there 18 the free coal, which is a Kind
‘deep, which 'is generally left as a flooring. In working there is. the hard 'splinb ~.coal "of th

" the. coal they first take out the ‘20 inches of free coal, we were told, not only.'by';]ﬁr..;_?ﬂa, il
they then wzrk the eight inches of gas coal, laying:it Mr. Moore, that the hard splint’ coal i
on one gide for sale, and for which' they get & higher is inferior ‘to that found in- the Boga_‘_ Hon
- price, and last of all they work the 22 inch layer of “Qolliery,’ which ‘is the very cleagest ‘in ‘the ,
ard splint coal. 'This they-then mix with the free coal, When therefore we are referred.to" cases of spontaneous

Sr N . aracter, but softer: and more combastion baving oscurred on board yeggelg laden with
}:'liggllle 1:1'12.{1'1\ ét]fep' hlfa.tx}'rd c:},unt, and - after being passed ‘‘splint coal,” we should like to know whe_th;qrﬂl_ 8p
over an inch and half sieve, it is sent down in trucks —cosl with. which they were Jaden was the ‘samié, splin
to Greenock and shipped.. . 0wt . coal that was in this vessel ; ‘but on this . poi b
Now there is.one point upon which all the witnesses ~ cases give us no information. ‘,,T!neh conclusion,’ ?'.es
were agreed, namely, that this coal is remarksbly free to yhich’ we bave come 18 that, a,ltﬂ or;gfh }:ron py;la 2
from gas 50 that the colliery is worked with naked ‘may sometimes be found in t@s“coal‘,_ still that thg nar
lights, the ventilation, as Mr. Moore told us, being very splint, even wlien mixed with free coal, is, a8 Mr. Moors -
good. ’ Asregards too, the presence of ‘jron pyrites in has told us, the very besti and cleanest in ‘the fiaimct
this coal, Mr, Hamiliton Wwho has.owned the colliery and that ‘we:have no reason ’;oprt}:x}nk that it might n
since 1864, told us that he had never seen any. either . generally, if shipped in good ‘and proper c
.in' the hard splint or. in the free coal, and that they sent with eafety even on:lopgyoyafge,s.. o e R
hiad had. as much as 36,000 tons of the three different The third question which we are ‘asked'is, *“ Whe

ondition; be

B ° il ; hemadivadiarpg i .. AR TR R NN Tl PG, 'd.ition"'thﬁt":is"“i
seripti f thei 1 the hard splint, the gas coal, . ** ‘the coals were shipped in proper COnCIUION, tLAL S,
. gis(;.;'r;ﬁg %?geoé:ogﬁl'll‘jgg;,in' large’ hsg:i'ps, some of ’itifol" * -with a view t0 'a,vpl_d _breakage, a.nd web as,faraz ;
s long as 6 or 8 years; and t at he had mever known *:possibléP™ - 'We were told that 35 wafgo_nzm_r_e gel
[ . AN g S 1" - . LRI B ) . ‘, . , A ’ 2\ .
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on‘which we'.are.
stances ‘in .which

abin ‘stove “was -sufficiently

3.5
£ib,: 3
‘he:bwelfth question. which e are. ssked i3, S Whip -
1. yad the cause of the'fire breaking ot on thé morning
f, the  19th’ February P Thres :suggestions ‘have
; t. might have been'due, -

.." gee. PRI ; R N Ry . - d
- ' firgt, t0 ;ago’i‘;ta,ueous, Sombustion, or; secondly; fo. the

.-eé,ré..'jin;ét.ll..ei»,StQYé,{gr, ‘thirdly, to. the act, whether wilful

- fren

ental, of 'some pérson of board. . Those are the
359.8.61.0118 which, have been offered to us;, ‘And,

gards the theory.of spontaneous combustion; - )

broke out in.the neighbourhgod of'the

;;g,p atch, at, ‘the: foot of the. companion stairs

teide the'eabin door, and which was rightin

of the hold, where the first lot of coal'had

n placed on’the 20th and 21st Dacember. . Théy had
erefore.been, in the ship for.about’2 months when the -

five broke out. . If therefore there had been even & small

portion: of : pyrites i if,, seeing' that the cogls werp. .

“pliipped. ix & wet state, there is someregeon: o' think

. that’ spontaneous: combustion might have ;been set up.

" At the same time it must be remembered that, although

' ot entifely fiee from pyrises, tho evidenoo i tha it s

& particularly clean con.

‘ 5rly ol . ATl then that can be'ssidis
that, although' not -very . probable,: it is .quite . possible

o %at it miglit Haye been due to spontarieons combustion,

As regards-the ‘stove, .it. is frue that there was a firg

Kept-in it' night and day, bat.then, as we have seen, it-

. Was properly protected; moreover, it was not aboye the

- deck, and ‘then throngh the bulkhead separating the ...

cargo, where the fire broke out, but ovér the after peak,

-, where. there wds only & water fank, ‘80 that to.set fireto = -
‘the cargo it would have had to burn first through the = '

. after péak ‘from.the hold. Added to which,if it had -

. been caused by.the stove, we should have expected that
-,theﬁv.:ppdw?ork‘. ‘about 1t in"the’cabin would haye been

but this does not appear to have beén the case,.

¢ T

“ and “on’'the, whols We are disposed 0. think that the -
. ‘theory of the:fire originating frém, the. stove; thout%h

possible, is extremely tmprobable. Lastly, there-is

- ‘Buggestion that it may have been done by some person .

dropping .something: ‘either . wilfully or  accidentally

-+ through_the -little trap hatch:at the'bottom.of the come R

. SRR et ol
~. panion ladder."

through this Kabch that the coa)

- which were required .

" to feed the cabin fire “Wwére obtained.  We learn from -

d . the. Report of - the  Commissioners on ‘Spontanecus . = -
- Combustion - that & lucifer match or light- d‘r_qppe@_'«

acoidentally;. upon: & cargo :of coal wounld be. very

: \ unlikely to’set it on fire; on-the other hand, lighted

spirits’ or petrolenm,would most. certainly do so. - If
then the -cargo was set on fire in this way, by a light

being dropped through the trap hatch; it points tq its

asked is, “ What .

“the raaster -and,

having: been 'done  wilfully rather than®accidentally.

. Now the. only - persons who had access to.this trap

hatch were the mastér, the mate, the. boatswain, and .
the "cook - and. steward, It is difficult t6 see what -

- reason any ‘of the three last meititioned could haye had - -
for. setting firé to the ship; they appear also to-have: .

v, been on deck for some. considerable time before the

on to perform ,
- :As 0 Captain’

ly energetic and-

hich weare asked is, “Whether ~
protected P’  The

d by Oaptain Gravett &t Shields, and
lined with ‘sheet irom, where the old’

tood on legs and on |
udge, was properly and sufficiently.

on an iron stand,.

d eleventh questions are, “ ‘Whether two
y8- prior to the 19th February there was
' -or foul air in the cabinP” and,
eans-were taken to ascertain the
If: xit“br.eﬁted‘ 'on the evidence of the:

isposed to donbt whether

-gas or foul air, the more 80
flicer of  coast guard, told us

P {s)

% bad 'smell, although hewas.
r abont.an hour, and again

minutes. But we vmgipoﬁ‘-‘by

‘the cook and steward, who gave

Bl

& . foul gmell in

-have been ¢ansed by spontaneous combustion ; ‘it is also

" was

fire broke out. There rémains then only 'the ‘master, .

who, as will presently be seen, was on several occagions’ . -
- AB: - in a atate of intoxication; and more particularly on the
arged because it -

morning of ‘the fire, and it is always difficult to. count

‘upon the conduct of a drunken man. " His indifference, SN
‘too'to the fate of ‘the vessel, and his unwillingness to

Have the fire extinguished, point to him as béing the
person Wwith whom; if with anyone, the fire originated ; }
at the same time we are bound to 'say that there js
no evidence that the fire originated in this way. . The
cage then ‘stands thus; it is possible that the fire may

possible; but in the. highest degree improbable, that it’
"cansed by the stove; and it is possible that it
may bhave been either wilfully or accidentally set fire
to by someone ‘on board, but of this' there is mng
evidence. = R . S

. ‘The thirteenth question, ¢ Whether it was owing
¢¢ golely to spontaneous combustion of the coul? ” has
just been answered. ’ '

“"The fourteenth question which we are asked is,

 Whether prompt and proper measures were taken,
¢ and whether the master made every possibleeffort;
“ to extinguish the fire ?”?° Upon that point there, is

no doubt. All that the master seems to have done,
when the fire first showed itself, wag to order the crew,
to pour water on it for about a quarter of an hour or

twenty minutes, and when the flame and smoke seemed,

. to be somewhat subdued he told them to go forward -

1 \

_ der.: ‘This Jittle trap hatch was covered withe
-~ Yoose board, ‘which  could: readili);fbfe_~1ifﬁed,% and it.was.
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- 'and get the boat out... But he never took, the trouble
. .to;invesﬁ%g,tev its origin, or.to see that:it was-effectually

- extinguished, .or to.signal to the: shore for ‘assistance. -

- Again, when, the. fire: broke. out. a-second -time, . he

. . ;took ‘no' steps to.extinguish it; and when'the: coagte"

- . guard offered their assistance he refused it. : = .- .

... The fifteenth -question which .we "are  asked: is,

- Whether "the master .and mate, or. either- of them,.
;4. cansed the rum or any spitits to-be distributed amorig

- . the,rum to be, served round to.all the men, aid partook .
¢ . of it himself; and ‘one ,of the men told us that, after -
+* . that'had been done, the master said that .they. might -

:* doing 80 P ** " It is'not denied that the master ordered -

_.-clear that the master took no pains t0-see that the riim
- “was put under safe keeping.' ;/According to. him’the.
- cask was left ‘on the deck, and he thought that the mate’

~ ~.had emptied it on the deck; the mate on the other

. hand thought that the master had done so... Instead of
" ,which it is now clear that the remainder, was poured by
-one of. the' men named Livingstone into.a bucket, which
.. he took forward -to.the deck house; at the same time
* throwing the empty.cask into the- fire, apparently to.
~ feed the fire, & more reckless and unprincipled act\ it is :
- difficult to'conceive, but there can be no doubt about it, .

[N

‘ - for the man admitted that he had done so. 'There can’
- howevér he, no donbt that the master was not/jugtified

... The sixteenth question:- which we " are -asked. - is;
¢ 'Whether on :the morning of the 19th February, the
- * ' magter was in & state of intoxication'? .. That the
- master was.-drunk on the 19th seems to admit ‘of ;o
- “doubt whatever; it is indeed the onlyjustification; if"

Justification it can .be called, for his conduct; in’' not -

attempting to' put out the fire,.and in refusing the
.assigtance of ‘the coastguard men. That this too, was
- not the only oceasion onwhich. he was drunk is clear ;
for unless he -had been:the worse for liguor on the,
11th when'the crew struck work, he would never have
‘remained down in his' cabin "leaving the" deck -with -
.-only one man ab/ the wheel, the sails all loose, and the-

doubt that the master was the worse for liquor not only”
“on thé 19th February, but also on the 11th and the 16th:
- The seventeenth question .which we: ‘are ‘agked is,
“Whether hé, was-justified in refasing the: offer of .
‘¢ agsistance mdde to . him by the coastguard?®™ ' Of -
course, there can be no two opinions on that point.. )
wag an utterly unjustifiable-act on his part to refuse the
~ assistance of the coastguard,-and to forbid them to put -
out the fire,” *.©~ - . 0. o .
' The last question which we are asked is,  Whether
. James Burns, the master, George Grevett, the
‘. previous master, and David Banks, the mate, or any ..
¢ of them, are or -is in default; and whether blame
‘“ attaches to the owner?P ™ and it is added that ‘‘the’
¢ Board of Trade are.of opinion that.in the circum-
¢ ‘stances the certificates of the two masters and the ,

»
-y
I

.

- *-mate ought to be dealt with.” ' = - .
-And first, as regards 'Captain George Grevett,: the
former master; there can be no doubt that he is to .
‘blame for having taken the vessel to sea in the state in
which she was, knowing that she had a secret leak, and '
 that she had 40 tons more cargo in her than she had
" 'had on the voyage from Shields to Southampton. The-

" owner is also, in our opinion, to blame for having let
her go on this voyage, knowing that she had this -

secreb leak. .Captain: Grevett-is also, in our opinion,
to blame for having left his ship at the tail of the bank
and gone on shore, one of the crew being ‘drunk and the
others somewhat -unider the influence of liquor, ‘a.pd all
strangers to the wessel, for the purpose, according to "
+" his own account, of ‘paying a sum of 15s to & man

. déck,

by

- in distributing the rum as he did amongst the crew:’ . /

. ‘eross the Atlantio in & leaky, vessel

% the crew, and ‘if 80, whether. they were: justified in : - hi

. help themselves ;:but whether that be so or not, *its .

0% f'anl it we think "1;]{5},%‘ :
2o ‘anw
His o5

a Brivish shi

v

:donduct was utterly.dis
-Tank of master of
night of “the "11th in, remaining ' do
~from' gbout 6 to 12 p.m., 'when th
to do" any 'more;;worlg with a'gale
loose, the vessel - leaking badly,. anc
deck, was unpardonable., : His duty

md it

: ] , he was at:

crew ‘refused. to'do any. work; it was.bad ‘enou
ross the A ] but witha-

‘ ‘éngas'ter -In addition, it was more’t

wind rising. . Again on the ‘16th-in Loch -Ryan, the. - ..
answers, which he gave to the questions put -to- him by - wors ) W
Mr. Doorne, shew  that he ‘was-then also- under/the . man has Shewn himself to :be quite naft:
influence of drink. ' In our opinion’there cén be no " a ship: : e o

t

a ship, and ‘we sh heref :

_As, however, it is’ possible’ tha

habitual: drunkard, we'shall’ leaye:it

Trade in their discretion to;restore it'to

“after. a-sufficiently loig - probation,. she

worthy of that indulgence. - We shall  al

-that during the suspension of his . maste

he be allawed a-first- mate’s certificate

be able to earn a livelihood, though.: .ind

capacity, - . Lo Y T ST T 1

., As’'regards Donald Banks, the mate, although there

is much in his coiiduct which is deserving:of censuve,.
first ‘to come on deck to res ha:

- he, was-the ‘ ) n d
the vessel op the night of the 1lth.’
told us:that, although the master gave them:
ance, .the ‘mate assisted, them . to_get ;the :rum: away,
from the men, and afterwards did his best to put the;
.fire-out. Under these circumstances the assessors are.
disposed to take a lenient view: of his case,. belie

that his miscondact was probably due to the: bad in
fluence of the master j - We ‘shall therefore not deal wi
his certifiecate. - o o0
v The Court was not:asked to make any order as to
coste. ~ . o O SRR
' (Signed). . H.'C.

e A o R
BOTBEEY; S ‘\”; T
Wreck Commissioner:

[

‘ We coﬁdui'. _ ‘
~ /(Signed)

Hawny D. BUmvst})
RN, J.P.,
‘Wu. Parrror, -

- Tas. BrAsury,






