(No. 1122.)

« WILLIAM GOWLAND.”

T_he Merchant Shipping Acts, 1854 to 1876.

Ix the matter of a formal Investigation held at the
Public Board Room in the Post Office Chambers,
Middlesbrough, on the 12th and 13th days of
October 1881, before CHaRLES JAMES COLEMAN,
Esq., assisted by Captain Casrtie and Captain
KEeNNEDY, into the circumstances attending the

 material damage sustained by the British sailing
ghip “ WiLLlaM GowrLaND” through striking om
Smithic Sand, and the subsequent stranding of the
said vessel about half a mile north of Bridlington
Pier, on the 24th day of September last.

Report of Court.

The Court, having carefully inquired into the cir-
cumstances attending the above-meutioned shipping
casualty, finds, for the reasons stated in the anunex hereto,
that the master was in default; but in consideration of
his long sea service without a casualty, treated the
default in the light of an error in_judgment, and repri-
manded him, and did not deal with his certificate.

Dated this 13th day of October 1881.

(Signed) CHARLES JayeEs COLEMAN,
Judge.

‘We concur in the above report.

(Signed)  Jomx S.CastLE,
H. C. KENXEDY, }Asliessom,

Annex to the Report.

The ¢ William Gowland,” official number 2357, was &
wooden brig of 21917 tons register, and was built at
Sunderland in 1839, and at the time of her loss was
owned by Mr. Fidler, of Middlesbrough, and several
others, Mr. Fidler being the managing owner. She left
Erith for Middlesbrough at 10 a.m. on the 20th Septem-
ber 1881 with 180 tons of loam as cargo ballast, her
draught of water being eleven feet on an even keel. She
had & crew of seven hands, including the master, Mr.
Joseph Watson, who holds a certificate of competency
No. 26993. On the 22nd she anchored in Yarmouth
Roads through stress of weather, where she remained
until the following day, when at 11 a.m. she weighed,
and proceeded under all plain gail with the wind from
the S.E. At 11 p.m. of that day the weather was fine,
and they pa,ssef
E.N.H., distant two miles. The master then shaped his
course for Flamborough Head, steering N.N.W., the Shii
still under all plain sail, and her speed varying from 2
to 5 knots. The master stated that he expecteﬁ to make
the Head about eight o’clock the following morning.
At midnight the master went below, leaving the deck
in charge of the mate till 4 a.m., when the master again
took charge, at which time it appears the wind had
freshened and shifted from the S.S.E., and a heavy swell
was running from the eastward.

The same course was continued until about 10.15 a.m.,
when, as nothing had been seen and the weather was
hazy, the master kept the vessel away to N.W. for the
purpose of sighting the land. A few minutes later he
saw Bridlington Church steeple. He immediately ran
to the wheel and put the helm hard-a-port, and ordered
the yards to be braced up on the starboard tack, but the
vessel almost immediately struck heavily on Smithic
Shoal. It appeared from the evidence that she struck
three times and passed over the shoal into deeper water.
The well was at unce sounded, and she was found to be
making water rapidly.

The master ran the vessel towards some fishing boats,
and engaged ten fishermen to assist in pumping his
ship, but the water gained rapidly on the pumps, which
afterwards became choked with the ballast. It was then
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the Outer Dowsing Light bearing’

found to be impossible to keep the vessel afloat, and as
there was not sufficient water to allow of her making
Bridlington Harbour at that time of tide the master
decided to beach her, which was accordingly done, and
ghe became a total wreck. No lives were lost. She was
valued at 60- 1., and insured for 300L.

The following questions were submitted to the Court
by the counsel for the Board of Trade :—

1. What was the cause of the stranding of the
vessel P

9., Whether safe and proper courses were set and
steered after passing the Outer Dowsing Light, and
whether due and proper allowance was made for tide
and currents ? )

3. Whether the master was justified in altering the
course on the 24th September to N.W., and further
‘_'vhe.ther, when he saw Bridlington Church, he was
ustified in ordering the helm hard-a-port, and in

racing up thé yards on the starboard tack ?

4. Whether the lead was used, and if not, whether its
neglect was justifiable ?

5. Whether the log was used, and if not, whether its
neglect was justitiable ?

6. Whether a good and proper look-out was kept?

7. Whether the vessel was navigated with proper and’
seamanlike care and skill?

8. Whether every possible effort was made to keepthe
water under after the vessel grounded?

9. Whether the master was justified in beaching her
half a mile north of Bridlington Harbour ?

10. Whether the master had proper regard to the
chart ?

11. Whether the pumps were sufficient ?

12. Whether the vessel was well and sufficiently
manned ?

The Board of Trade were of opinion that the certificate
of the master, Joseph Watson, should be dealt with.

Mo these questions the Court replied as follows :—

2. The course said to have been steered after passing
the Outer Dowsing Light would, if made, have carried
the vessel two miles outside of Flamborough Head.
This course would have been & safe one.

3. The master stated that he altered the course to
N.W. for the purpose of sighting the land, in order to
ascertain the position of his vessel. Had he taken a
cast of the lead before altering the course to N.W,, he
would have found that he was already too near the land
and inside Smithic Shoal.

4. The lead was not used, and the neglect in not using
it is in the opinion of the Court unjustifiable.

5. The log was not used, and the master said that it
was not customary to use it in_ the coasting trade ; but
the Court is of opinion that if there be such a custom it
is a dangerous one.

6. A proper look-out was kept.

7. The vessel was navigatzd with proper and seaman-
like care, with the exceptivn of the neglect to use the
lead.

8. Every effort was made to keep the water under
after the vessel grounded.

9. The master was justified in beaching the vessel.

10. The master does not appear to have consulted a
chart at any time, but took his courses from * Pearson’s
Tide Tables.” .

11. The pumps were sufficient.

12. The vessel was manned up to her tonnage.

The Court is of opinion that the casualty was brought
about by reason of the captain not using his lead as soon
as he had altered his vessel to a N.W. course.

The weather was, according to the evidence, clear at
gea but hazy on the land, and this made it the more
necessary that the captain should have ascertained the
precise position of bis vessel. Had he consulted his
chart, which he failed to do, the soundings would have
informed him the danger he was running in pursuing
his course. 1t appeared, according to the evidence of
the master, that 1t is not customary for coasting vessels
to use charts at all, but to take their courses from
Pearson’s Tide Tables, a useful little book no doubt
for certain purposes, but certainly not one a master of
o vessel is justified in using instead of a chart. .

The master gave his eviﬁence with great fairness and
candour, and made no attempt to keep any fact which
told against him from the Cuurt.
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He appears to have been at sea for forty years, and

for the last nineteen years he has been em‘floyed as a the Dourt is disposed fo treat his defanlt in

an error of judgment, and to cantio the light

masgter by his present owner, who was called and oke 1 : 1 him to €
very highly of him as a sound and careful mariners.p carpeﬂécﬂlf};hﬁih a;;d tgf uOﬂet:.h;)s lefd 32d chart, o
. It is impossible for the Court to find that the master 7 otober 1881,

;‘s ?obflal default, l()lut.ta_.lnng mtﬁ) consideration all the Crarizs Jaxes CovLeaax

acts of the case, and giving weight to his high ch : ’
and the fact that in the w%nole %ourse of h1gx; ch:;‘f'.c at;: 1; We concur in the above report. Judge.

B master the present is the first mishap he has met with, Jorx S. Casrrr,

H. C. Kexvepy, }Assessom.

The M.
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