


this report he ordered the helm hard-a-port and stopped
the engines, and then the collision happened. What
further was done will be stated hereafter.

There can be no doubt that the vessel with which the

“ Solent ” then came into collision was the ‘‘ Speed,”"

whose course to the same point has already been
described. - : :

‘Whether this was so was the first question we were
agked.

The time and the courses steered by the tiwo vessels,
and the other circumstances of the collision, pointed
strongly to that conclusion. Some doubt might, how-
ever, have remained, but it fortunately happened in
the interests of justice and for the safety of the crew of
the lost vessel, that the steamship °* Vectis,” of
Southampton, arrived on the spot within a few minutes
of the collision and has furnished evidence which, in
our opinion, fully establishes the identity of the two
vessels. -

As to the second question, we are satisfied that both
the “Solent” and the *Speed” carried the lights
required by Articles 3 and 6 of the ¢ Regulations for
Preventing Collisions at Sea.” .

To the third question, we answer that the °¢ Speed ”
was not sufficiently manned.

We shall include in one reply the next three questions
upon which our opinion was asked. In passing to
those questions it is to be remarked that the evidence
disclosed an extraordinary absence of order and disci-
pline on board this steamship. In the first place, the
look-out_was improperly placed on the lower bridge.
The bridge consisted of an upper and lower bridge
placed amidships, the length of the lower bridge
(which was in the midships section of the vessel) ex-
tended in a fore and aft line about 14 feet,and the upper
bridge was situated from 6 to 8 feet above the lower
bridge deck. The length of the vessel is 198 feet.
Light as she was on this occasion, her draught was
7 feet 8 inches forward, and 11 feet 3 inches aft, and her
height at the bows was about 20 feet. It is manifest
that a look-out thus placed is at a great disadvantage.
The excuse offered for this position was that it was un-
safe for a man to be placed on the forecastle on account
of the rolling of the vessel. But, admitting this plea
as valid in the case of heavy weather, it was known
that at the time of the accident and for a short time
before the vessel had come under the lee of the land
and consequently into smooth water, the look-out
man ought then to have been sent to the forecastle ;
but previous to that, if the forecastle was unsafe he
should have been on the upper bridge. But the
master admitted that the upper bridge was only used in
case of fog. Again, it appeared that, whether a man
whose turn it was to go on the look-out, went on the
forecastle or on the lower bridge, was a matter left very
much to his own discretion.

In the next place there was a culpable looseness in
the maitter of reporting, as shewn by the conduct of
Daniel Phillips, the look-out man, who says he heard
cries from the schooner, but never reported the fact,
concluding that as Rich was close behind him he must
also have heard the same cries; and of John Brown, A.B.,
who waas sent aft to look after the schooner, and heard a
cry and did not report it.

Looking to these facts, we have no hesitation in saying
that a good and proper look-out was not kept on board
the * Solent.” Coming to the question of the master’s
conduct, we are sorry to say that it was altogether most
blameable. He was not on the bridge at the very time
when his services were most likely to be called into
requisition. As a matter of fact there was on the night
of this occasion a large number of vessels under way
about him, it was necessary that the course of the ship
should be altered frequently, yet he entrusted this duty
to a man who was only an able seaman. It was pleaded
on his behalf that he had been 18 hours on deck and
wanted rest. :

That plea the Court could not recognise, he might
have taken rest during the daylight, and whilst in the
open channel, as there was no fog.

We now come to the conduct of the master when the
collision had occurred, but inasmuch as he was below at
the time, it will be convenieut, first, to notice what was
done by the people on deck.

It is beyond all question that it must have been clear
to the minds of those men that the accident was far
more gerious than they now pretend to have thought i.
They saw that the effect of the blow was to bring the
schooner’s head round, so that she passed astern, her
port side to their port side. One of the men, Phillips,
reluctantly admitted that he felt his vessel *“lift a bit,”

and when he went below to c¢g) .
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have led Rich in common humanity to g, somh’%’,
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for help, or to see whether such suce
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He must have been fully aware thatnhzc‘i?sw& |
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In consequence of his having been indiscredj§
by the master in charge of the deck, the whole
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after the collision were, under the c1rcum
absolutely necessary. To his carelessness the 1
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Court to mer_xtion the humane and creditable manner in
which Captain Taylor, of the * Vectis,” acted upon the
occasion, In rescuiug the crew of the Speed,” and in
attending to their distressed condition.

It should also be noted by way of contrast to the want
of a proper look-out on board the **Solent” that the
people in charge of the * Vectis ” coming down chanmnel
without any knowledge of a collision having taken place
heard the cries from the * Speed,” and took prompt
measures t0 ascertain from whence they proceeded.
They saw the men in the water shortly after the cries
were heard ; they at once stopped their ship, and lowered

& boat to pick them up. The Court heard nothing from
the people of the “ Vectis* of the darkness of thc night
or the roughness of the sea.

The Court wishes to call the attention of the Board of
Trade to the state of the law which permits a vessel of

the size of the * Solent,” if in the home trade, to ho
navigated by uncertificated officers,

(Signed) R. O. Joves, Judge.

Hexry D. Gravr,

F. CLagrke, Asgessore,
ABSM, ANDERSON,






