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'Had the cquipment been tested before the voyage?

“Yes.
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‘ LA T b Y .. . Report of Court. !

Tyere . NO.79 6 .V \ ER - ',

Yidn. the matter of a Formal Ilglv_es-'ﬁ.'g%%ion held in camera at the
Got’zngcif Buildings, Glasgow, or 1st, ond and 4th of September, 1942, béfore
James Wellwood Johnston, Esquire, Advocate, Sherifi-Substitutc of Lenerkshire,
assisted by Captain William James Elford and Captain J.S8. Corfe as Nautical
Assessors, into the. circumstances attending the stranding and loss of the
steamship LOCHGARRY of Glasgow, on the 21s% January, 1942, between Tor Point and
Fair Head, on the North=East coast of Ireland while on a voyage in ballast from
Glasgow for Oban. o

e Court having carefully inquired into the cilrcumstonces attending the
lossiof the vessel in question for the reasons stated in Annex herete finds that
the loss was probably duc to an abnermal set towards the Irish poast owing to a
moderate S.E. gale, occurring during darkness and in poor visibility owing to
froguent snow and rain squalls, but was also contributed to by the default of the
naster, . .

The Court answers the questions’ submittéd by the MHinistry of Shipping as
followss: = .

a

By whém was the s.s, LOCHGARRY owmed?

David é‘]:IzchBra.yne s Limited, 4 Robcrtson Street, Glosgow, C.2,
. £ .'.» . .

Wheh the ship set’ sail from Glasgow on the 20th Jrnuary, 1942 A was. she in good
and sea~worthy condition? B . .

D

Yes.

- Woas the ship fitted with

(#) Wircless telegraphy?
(B) Dircctien finding apparotus? o o
If so, werc they in efficicnt working order throughout the voyage?

(5) Yes."
(B) Not fitted, : A
(4} 7as in dfficient working order,

IR S
i.‘ PPN

Was the degaussing equipment in order when the ship set sail?

LI

If the answer to the latter question is "Yes™ werc‘therG any, and,”if 50, -What
adjustments nade? . . S Bty )

B * .

A new coil was Pitted in :‘Glasgow before _sé;iling ond the equipn{éhf was tested and

_ found in order, o o o

#ns the ship fitted with any, and, if 50 s wha.’c'sounding appliances? If so
Fitted, were they in efficicnt working order throughout the voysge? N

Yca,  Kelvin hond sounding-mcchine together with deep-sen and hand lead~lines,
Thoy were all in efficicnt viorking order throughout the voyagee ‘ '

tere the charts on board the ship adequate for the nceds of the VOya,ge? :
Ii;.?. - Supplied by Sea Tronsport to whom the ship was under charter,

(4) #ith how many compasses was the ship fitted?

(B) Where were they situated? :

(Cé When were they last professionally adjusted? o

(D, Were they in efficient working order when the ship sct sadil, and thereafter
" tHroughout the voyage? ' e

"

{B) Were the correct devirtions to be applied to tho compasses knovn to those

on: board?

LI .
&

(4) Three,

(B) On top of wheelhousc, in wheelhousc and afte SRR
{C) 12th September, 1941,. at Leith, , R
(D) Yes s but sorme oscillation tdok placc on al’berntiozyo‘_ij_.‘cour'ses;which. later *

settled down.

» (E) Yes,

—
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Qe8e Was any abnormal deviation in,the steering .COMpass 'f'c'ali_-md during the course of the

A

Q-9n

Ao

Q+10.

voyage?
If so, was the master aware of it? If th‘e shswer to the la.‘cter q_uest:l.on is MYeg
A) When was the master aware of the error? : .
B D:Ld he td{e every reason”tble stun to allow for the error?

«No, only slighte

(i) Vhen the ship was amproachlng Cloch boom the p:.lot notified the captain of a
slight error in dov:La‘tlon on. the course they were then stoering. - .
(B) Yes. | - : : -

At the time the ship set sail what was the state of

1;; The weather? Hazy.

The wind? S.E.!' 1y,
(Cg The visibility? Yoderate. .
(D) The tide? . Ebb.

Were there ony, cnd, if so, what olterations in (4); (B), (C), and (D) between
the time the ship set soil and the time of the stranding?

(&) After leaving Glrnsgow and proceeding down river the weather was hazy but
cleared up apnrouch:l.ng Cloch Point wnd romnined s0 until the pilot left ot
Lscog.

After the pilot left the wind incrcoscd snd visibility became poorcr.
ipproaching Pladde the wind incronsed to o moderate gale, forcc 6,
visibility onc to two miles between the snow and rain squ".lls. This weather
continued until tinc of stranding.

(B) SeB. x S. Fresh wind to moderatc gale.

(cg'Bad. ‘ .

(D) slack water was about 8 p.m., aftor which flood tide set in.

What courses - -were set aftor the pilot wos dropped? Werc there any, ond, if so,
what subsequent alterations made in the course of the ship? Werce the courses or
course sct, proper and odeguate to be sct in the surrounding circumstonces?

When p:l.lot left, ship steered Admiralty courses until reaching /Admiralty buoy
narked 4 at 10415 Pele, when n course of Ne.i5% . by compass was set to pass the
Mull of Kintyre at about 3% miles. Later, after 11 p.ms, an alteration of courst
50 to the west was mnde. The courses laid down vere propor z‘-,nd adequate,

Qe11s Were soundings token during the coursc of the voyage? If so, when and where

Qe12.

fia

Qv 134

Qe e

A,
Qe15.

Jie

were they token, and what depths did they record? If no soundings were taken
should they have been token?-

No. It might have ‘been prudent to take 1 sounding sﬁortly before the stranding,
but it is unlikely thot this would have boen of any value,

By whnt means was it ascertained?
C) By whom was is ascertained?
D) What was it?

(A§ When was the ship's lost correct position ascertained after leaving Glasgow?

(J::. At 1015 peme
(B) By bearing.

gC‘ By masters

D) Buoy marked .-

During thc perdod betwoon the ascertaining of the last correct position and the
stranding were there ony, and, if so s what llp'h‘ts seen and correctly identified?

" Mothing sighted.

Was a good and proper lookout kept on board the sh:.p up to the t::.nc of the
stra.nchng"

Yese
"'.’here and when did the ship s'trand"

L

Probobly somewhcere between Tor Po:.nt and Pgir Head on the NeEe ooo.st of Irelond .
about 12,25 a.m. on the 21st January, 19242. ’
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What steps did the master take after the ship stronded? Were they in the
‘circumstances reasona“ble, steps and best aaléulated to minimise the effects of the
stranding?. ' '

The engines were put full speed astern and the ship came off at 12.35 a.m..- The
engines were then put slov astern and ship kept sterm on to wind and sea on account of
the damage forward, thus minimising the effects of the strandings Rockets were
fired at intervals and wircless messages asking ussistonce sent out,  These were
reasonable steps best calculated to minmise the effects of the stranding.

Were any messages received after the stranding? If so, what were they?
From whom and when were they received? '

Yes, . .
Wireless messages were sent by the Pertpatrick, ¥olin Head and Tiree radio stations,

A message was also sent from Portpatrick that a tug was. being sent to the vessel's
assistance., The ship later réceived. a wireless message from the tug stating she
would arrive about 3.45 a.m. S o

At what time was  the order "ibandoh ship" given by the master?
Where was the ship at this time?

Between 3 a.m., and 4 a.m. )

Position unascertained, but probably off Pair Hcada

Was the ship navigated in a proper and seamanlike manncr.

L&) before, and
B) after the stranding?

A N:O.
B} Yes.
How many of those on board the ship lost their lives as a result of the casualty?

23 lost their lives.

What was the cause of the éa.sualty?
Was the stranding caused or contributed to by wrongful act or default of the

master, Robert Robertson MHacKechnie?

Bad weather and very poor visibility together with cn nbnormal set townrds the
Irish coast, The stranding was, however, contributed to by the default of the
mastery In the prevailing conditions, and not hoving sighted the Mull Light,
he should have reduced speed and turned his ship into the wind until daylight or
oleaxrer weather, ' '

The Court severcly censures the master on this account.

. Dated this 4th day of September, 1942.

J. WELLVOOD JOHNSTON.
! ' : ‘Judgea

We.J. FLITORD.
JeS« CORFE. -

ASSESSOYSe
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. ANNEX T0 THE RERORT,

This fwas a.n‘Inquiry into the circumstances atéénding the loss by stranding of
the s.s., LOCHGARRY in ballast off the N.E. coast of Ireland, ! . ' :

of September, 1942, before James Wellwood Johnston, Esquire, Advocate,
Sheriff~Substitute of Lanarkshire and Capts W.J, Elford and Capt. J.S. Corfe,
Nautical .igsessors, ‘ : o _

| The Inquiry wos held in the County Buildings, Glasgow, on the 1st, 2nd end Lth

Mr, Thomas Walter Donald, Solieitor,. Glasgow, rppeared for the Ministry of
Shipping. o ' C L o '

Mr. Gédrge T. Harvey, Solicitor, Glasgow, sppearcd for the Owners of the
s.s. LOCHGARRY, David MacBraync, Ltd., Ll, Robertson Street, Glasgow, Ce2e

‘

. Colonel Spens appéa',rqd‘fq'r'the'mastei. _

o The,s;‘s. IOCHGJ.\.RRY registered at the Port of‘.(}lesgbw , in_‘icial No.' 108764,
and rigged as a fore and aft .schooner, was constructed of steel, - = °

She was built ot Pointhouse; Giﬁsgovv, 1898, ond is 1669.81 gross and 727,40
registered tonhage, 265 feet in length ond 33.6 feet in beam.  Speed 10% knots.

S.s. LOCHGARRY léft.Glas‘gow at 1. p.m. on the 20th January, 1942, for a voyage "
to Oban ih ballast with = crew of L9 hands all told and one poassenger.

She proceeded down the River Clydc with a pilot on-board who was discharged’
at .iscog in Rothesay Bay. . The weather which had becn hazy coming down the
River Clyde waos now clearing'a little, wind being S.3, x S. fresh breeze,

The master then shaped his courses according to ..dmiralty instructions.
Shortly after the pilot left however, the weather worseped the wind increased to a
moderate gale and the visibility becoming poor with squalls of snow cnd rain.
sdmiralty buoy D Was sighted on the port bow and it was then found out the ship
had been set 1 mile to' the westward of her course. The log was streamed off
Holy Islands Only a glimpse of Ailsa Craig light, which was shut in by o squall .
" before a bearing could be token, was scen. '

The master on taking a departure from D buoy set a course for 4 buoy allowing
10 degrees leeway which was found to be too much as i buoy was mnde on the starboard
bow instead of port,  Ship was hauled to the westward to pass close to the buoy.
A course was then set NSOW magnetic to pass Mull of Kintyre 3} miles distonce the
time being 10,15 pem. and the log showing 29 miles, The wind was still S.E. x S.
moderate- gale with snow squalls. :

The ship was kept at full speed and the master expected to sight the Mull of

- Kintyre light at about midnight. The log at midnight showed 48 miles. The light
Was not picked up and the ship struck the rocks at 12445 aeme which the master.
thought was the Mull of Kintyre, but which eventually turned out to be the Trish
coast, - . :

The master then ordered the engines to be put full speed astern and at
12.35 a.m she refloated, The engines were thon reduced to slow astern ~nd her
stern kept to wind and sea as it was discovered the collision bulkhead in the
fore peak hod gone.  The fmaster then gave orders for some members of the crew to
go down No. 1 hatch and shore up the watertight bulkhead in that hold, whilst
others .were sent to get the two After lifeboats rendy for abondoning ship,

The master then sent out ~ wireless 8.0.S. for assistance, unfortunitely, of
course, giving his position as on the Mull of Kintyre; 2 reply was received from
. Portpatrick that a tug would be sent. Nothing hoicver was seen of the tug.

At about 2,40 aume o lomp signal from the shorc was seen flashing the letter
U_ which reads you are running . into dangers  The nnster then turned his ship's
-bows on to the wind and sea to get off the lond., The vesscl begon to moke water

rapidly and the master gave orders to- abandon ship between 3 and L q.nle

v" ’ ) o —1-
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. The two after lifeboats wére then got awayy onc in charge of the 18t ang 2nd
.-mates and one in charge of the 3rd mates : _ .
The master dnd chief cngineer stayed on bourd the ship until about 5,30 aun
- when they left in another lifebont and landed on Rothlin Island at 6,30 Aelle,
where 'they found 25 others of the ship's company safc with 23 missing ond who
were subsequently found to have lost their lives. i

‘Nothing was seen of the ship afterwards.

' We have not reviewed thé evidence as to the behaviour of the compass becmme
while the possibility of material compass deviation cinnot be positively
excluded, we are satisfied that this vas not the causc of the ship's failure {0

keep her intended course,
RN Kt

o The Court's difficulty in arriving at a completely satisfactory explangtion
of this casualty has been greatly increoased by the fact that. all the ship's

papers, charts, logs, etc. were lost, That therc was some degrce of fault on the
part of the master is clear, His failure to sight the Mull Light or otherwise
establish his position should have causecd him sufficient anxiety as to make hinm
take precautionary measures ot lcost 15 minutes before the stranding. Owing,
however, to the abnormal conditicns of weather and sct which we are satisfied
-exisgted, the Court thinks that his certificate need not be dealt with but that
" he should be severely repriminded,’ _ ‘

Je. WELLWOOD JOHNSTON,

Judge. .
We concur in this Report.
Vode ELFORD.
J.5, CORFE.
Assessors,




